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Mark 2:1-22

 Jesus provoked controversy.
 1 Pet. 4:11 – is to be controversial.
 To speak as the oracles of God is to speak the mind of 

GOD!  See end...

Five Instances of Conflict & Controversy
 v. 7  "Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who

can forgive sins but God alone?”
 v. 16  "How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors 

and sinners?”
 v. 18  “Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees 

fast, but Your disciples do not fast?”
 v. 24  “Look, why do they do what is not lawful on the 

Sabbath?”
 3:2  “So they watched Him closely...”

Three Basic Causes of Conflicts & Controversy
 Conflict over Forgiveness.

◦ Who can forgive sins but God?
◦ Mk. 2:10 – Jesus' authority to forgive; "I am He." Jn. 

8:24; “I Am” Jn. 8:58.
◦ Who is Jesus? Mat. 16:16 – “the Christ, the Son of the 

living God.”   “Christ” 569 x in NT.
 Conflict over associating with sinners.

◦ " I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance.” v. 17

◦ ".... to seek and to save that which was lost." Luke 
19:10

◦ Jn. 3:17  “For God sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved.”

◦ "Bad company corrupts good morals." 1 Cor. 15:33.
 Conflict over tradition.

◦ Tradition was most important to the Pharisees.

◦ "Don't compare self with self." 2 Cor. 10:12 – Setting a 
“self” standard of faith.

◦ It was a matter of timing. They would fast, just not at 
that time.

◦ Parable of the Wineskins establishes the superiority of 
the emerging New Covenant as sufficient, and the Old 
Covenant as insufficient. Compare Heb. 8.

◦ Re. the Sabbath: Mk. 2:25-28 – Christ is Lord of the 
Sabbath.

Decision:
 Why was Jesus controversial?

◦ His message was designed by God, not by man.
◦ His way was God's way, and was in conflict with man's 

ways.
 Man's ways created controversy with God.

◦ Will we follow God or some human being?
◦ Christianity will remain controversial:
◦ Because "It is not MY message; it's God's message. "

 When "MY" ways agree with God's ways, there will be 
controversy with people.

 When MY ways agree with people's ways, there will be 
controversy with God.

 Exo. 23:2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor 
shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after many 
to pervert justice.”

 Mat. 7:13-14…

1 Pet. 4:11 “If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen.”

• Acts 7:38 "This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness 
with the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, 
the one who received the living oracles to give to us...”

• Rom. 3:2 “Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were 
committed the oracles of God.”

• Heb. 5:12 “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need 
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; 
and you have come to need milk and not solid food.”


