
How NT Christians Honor the Birth of Christ
Text: John 1:1-5                                                             122219AM

 Four Greatest Events In History:
◦ The Creation (the work of God)
◦ The Incarnation of Christ (the birth of God as a man) 

See Jn. 5:18; Php. 2:6.
◦ The death and resurrection of Christ (the suffering, 

crucifixion, resurrection of God).
◦ The Second Coming of Christ (the return of God).

 When Was Jesus Born? (See Note on Birth of Jesus.)
 Some early Christians worried that His birth was not 

honored, thus the Dec. 25 tradition of men.
 His birth, miraculous, was the beginning of His life on 

earth, and the first stage of His mission to give His life a 
ransom for all – 1 Tim. 2:5-6.

By Seeking the Light (1:1-11)
 Jn. 1:4-5 –  In Him was life, and the life was the light of 

men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not comprehend it.”

 Israel had been prepared to bring in the Messiah, but only 
the faithful remnant knew Him for who He was.

 Jn. 3:19-21 – Those who seek the truth will recognize Jesus
for who He is.

 1 Jn. 1:6-7 – Walking in the Light means living according 
to His will and example.  Also Mat. 5:14-16; Php. 2:15.

By Becoming a Child of God (1:12-13)
 Jn. 3:5-7 – To be born again is to be born of water and the 

Spirit. Lk. 7:30 – Refusing baptism rejects the will of God.
 Gal. 3:26-27 – Sons of God are baptized into Christ!
 Mat. 28:18-20 – Disciples taught to observe all He 

commanded.
 Mat. 7:24-27 – The wise builder hears & does!
 Jn. 14:15, 24 “If you love me…” “He who does not love...”

By Honoring His Death (Jn. 3:14-15)
 He summed up the purpose of His life on earth:
 Lk. 19:10 “for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save

that which was lost.”
 Mat. 10:28; Mk. 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many.”

 Jn. 12:32 “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all peoples to Myself."

 Mat. 26:26-30; Mk. 14:22-26; Lk. 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-
26. When? Acts 20:7!

By Honoring His Example (1:14-17)
 Mat. 5-7 – The Sermon on the Mount was not just a 

foundation for discipleship, but a summary of the life of 
Christ!

 Jn. 13:15-17 “For I have given you an example, that you 
should do as I have done to you...”

 Jn. 3:16-18 – Giving is a characteristic of God.
 Eph. 5:25 – Giving is a characteristic of Christ.
 1 Jn. 3:16 – Giving is a characteristic of Christianity!
 Lk. 6:35-38; Acts 20:35;  2 Cor. 8:1-5 – His was a life of 

giving & He expects ours to be the same!
 1 Pet. 2:21-25 – His suffering is our example!

By Looking for His Return
 Lk. 12:35-38; 1 The. 5:1-8; 1 Tim. 4:8
 Heb. 9:27-28 – To “eagerly await for Him”!
 1 Cor. 16:21-22 “The salutation with my own hand—

Paul's. If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let 
him be accursed. O Lord, come!” Also Rev. 22:20 .

Decision:
 The NT church did, and does, honor the birth of Christ.
 Lk. 9:23; Col. 3:17 – They honor Him Daily
 They honor His birth by loving Him, obeying Him, 

teaching His Gospel to others and by remembering His 
death until He comes again!



Note on Birth of Jesus

 Lk. 1:1-4 – Zacharias would have completed his 
service on the third Sabbath of Sivan (May-June), 
and conceived his son John, probably soon after 
returning home.

 Lk. 1:24-27 – Jesus was conceived in the sixth 
month of Elizabeth's pregnancy (cf. 1:36), which 
would have been late in the 9th month of Kislev 
(Nov-Dec).

 Counting forward from late Sivan, an average term
of about 10 lunar months (40 weeks), it appears 
that John the Baptist may have been born in the 
mid Nisan (March-April), which would have 
coincided with Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread.

 Since Jesus was conceived six months after John 
the Baptist, moving from the 1st month, Nisan, we 
arrive at the 7th month, around mid Tishri 
(September-October), for the birth of Jesus.


