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• The OT was written for our learning (Rom. 15:4).
• God has taught many wonderful lessons in unusual ways.
• Hosea was told to marry a harlot (Hos. 1:2).
• Naaman was told to dip in the Jordan (2 Kng. 5:10).
• Moses was told to make a brazen serpent (Num. 21:4-9).
• Ezekiel was told to lay on his left side for 390 days (Eze. 

4:4-8).
• Ezekiel 37 introduces us to another rather unusual lesson 

that  God taught through the prophet Ezekiel.

Summary & Background
• Ezekiel was taken into a valley full of dead men's bones.
• God asked Ezekiel if those bones could live.
• Ezekiel's response was, "O, Lord God, You know."
• God then instructed Ezekiel to go preach to those bones.
• When Ezekiel obeyed the bones took on ligaments, 

muscles, and flesh & after preaching more, the bodies 
became alive.

• Contextually, the point was to teach Israel that God could 
raise them from their spiritual graves and restore life to 
them again.

Practical Instruction
• We need to obey God, regardless of whether His commands

seem reasonable or not to us.
• His instruction to Eze. didn’t seem rational, but He 

commanded it and it needed to be obeyed.
• Some commands give people problems today because they 

think they lack sufficient explanation:
◦ Baptism (Acts 2:38).
◦ The Cross -- 1 Cor. 1:18 “For the preaching of the cross

is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God.”

◦ The Lord's Supper (Mk. 14:22-25).
• Jer. 10:23 – It is not within a man to direct his own steps 

(cf. Pro. 14:12).
• Isa. 55:8-9 – God's ways are not always our ways.
• Lk. 1:37  “For with God nothing shall be impossible.” 
• There is no hopelessness or helplessness with God.
• Ezekiel preached to a valley of dry bones and was 

successful.
• We need to preach and let the gospel do its work (Rom. 

1:16; 1 Cor. 3:6).
• (1 Cor. 3:5-6) We are to plant and water while God will 

take care of the growth.
• Think about what God did with Paul (1 Tim. 1:12-16).

Ezekiel Preached What God Told Him to Preach
• Eze. 37:7 "So I prophesied as I was commanded..."
• Jon. 3:2 "Preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee..."
• What would have been the results had they preached 

something else?
• 2 Tim. 4:1-5 “preach the word”
• Jer. 1:8  “Be not afraid of their faces: for I am with thee to 

deliver thee, saith the LORD” – a "watered-down" gospel 
that appeals to worldly people will convert no one.

• 1 Pet. 4:11 “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability 
which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for 
ever and ever. Amen. ”

Decision... (Cf. 2 Cor. 13:5).
• Could we be like those dead, dry bones of Ezekiel?
• Could we look alive, but in reality be dead (Rev. 3:1)?
• Judah was dead in sin, but promised revival if they turned 

back to God.
• This is exactly the message that is needed today.
• Remember, Repent, and Return – Rev. 2:5 “Remember 

therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do 
the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou 
repent.”


