
Working Out Our Own Salvation            102719AM
Philippians 2:12-16

 In spite of what other people believe, works do play a role 
in our salvation.

 Not in the sense of merit, but in the sense of obedience.
 We must be obedient if we want eternal salvation (Heb. 5:9;

Mat. 7:21-23; Jer. 10:23).
 Our salvation is two-fold.

◦ Without Christ we cannot be saved (Heb. 5:8-9;  9:22).
◦ Without our own diligent commitment, we cannot be 

saved (Acts 2:37, 41).

Put Your Faith In God through Christ, Not in Human Beings
 Php. 2:13 “for it is God who works in you both to will and 

to do for His good pleasure.”
 Col. 2:8 “Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy

and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the basic principles of the world, and not 
according to Christ.”

 Rom. 6:17 – Our obedience and manner of life must be be 
genuine and not something we put on to for selfish reasons 
(hypocrisy).

 1 Cor. 11:1 – People we highly respect will come and go 
and and some will disappoint us — if our faith is in them 
rather than Christ, what then?

 2 Tim. 1:4-5 – Your faith needs to be your own; becoming a
Christian is a personal choice.

Accept Responsibility for Your Own Decisions and Life
 Gen. 3:12-13 – Blaming others is dishonest, cowardly and 

ineffective before God (cf. 2 Cor. 5:10).
 Jas. 1:14 – When we sin, it is our fault — When we choose 

a path away from God it is because of our desires; even the 
devil cannot MAKE you sin!

 1 Cor. 10:13 – You always have a choice to do right.
 Rejecting responsibility keeps us from being humble and 

repentant. (Jas. 4:7, 10).
 Rev. 20:12-13 “And I saw the dead, small and great, 

standing before God, and books were opened. And another 
book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead 
were judged according to their works, by the things which 
were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to
his works.”

Study and Learn Your Bible
 Heb. 11:6 – Others may teach us the plan of salvation and 

Christian living, but cannot do either on our behalf – We 
must make our own  commitment to Christ (cf. 2 Pet. 1:10-
11.

 Mat. 5:13-14; 2 Pet. 2:1-2 – Ignorance is as dangerous as 
willful rebellion.

 Many warnings about being deceived – Lk. 21:8; 1 Cor. 
6:9-10 ; 1 Cor. 15:33; Gal. 6:7; Jas. 1:16.

 Perhaps the most tragic deception is self-deception – Jas. 
1:22 “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves.”

Decision:
 The Bible teaches that we can take steps to be saved and 

remain saved – 2 Cor. 13:5 “Examine yourselves as to 
whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not 
know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless 
indeed you are disqualified.”

 Php. 2:15 – If we are not shining as lights in the world, we 
are contributing to the darkness (Mat. 6:23), and there is 
too much of that!

 The Lord Jesus Christ has done His part on your behalf…
 Now, are you working out your own salvation?
 If not, when? Unlock your potential!


