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2 Peter 1:1-11

• Eph. 2:3 – non-Christians are the children of wrath.
• 1 Jn. 3:1-3 – The redeemed must become pure like the Lord

to be with Him in glory.
• Eph. 4:22-24 – the old man of sin must be put off and the 

new man put on.

The need for partaking of the divine nature.
• “Nature” defined – Thayer:  a mode of feeling and acting 

which by long habit has become nature; the sum of innate 
properties and powers by which one person differs from 
others...

Becoming partakers of the diving nature.
God's part (2 Pet. 1:3-4) – All things pertaining to live and 
godliness (Cf. 2 Tim. 3:16-17).

• Through the knowledge of Him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue (cf. Php. 2:5).

• God's promises, motivating to to better living – compare 2 
Cor. 6:17-7:1

Man's part (2 Pet. 1:5a), because of what God has done & built 
upon it:

• Diligence (cf. 2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 11:6) – Thayer: haste, 
earnestness in accomplishing, promoting, or striving after 
anything.

• Add  – A word from which we get “chorus” and 
“choreographer;” ancient choruses typically performed 
hand in hand.  Thayer: to supply, furnish, present, minister 
to, assist. 

• Christian life and character cannot be attained by accident 
or by chance, only by specific means, and developed by 
specific procedures.

• Faith (Rom. 10:17) is the basis to which all the following
must be added, or supplied.

The process of maturing the divine nature.
Virtue – Thayer: moral goodness; any particular moral excellence, 

as modesty, purity / VWS Christians are to exhibit virtue or energy 
in the exercise of their faith, translating it into vigorous action.

• Excepting Php. 4:8, only in 1 Pet. 2:9 (as “praises”); 2 
Pet.1:3, 5.

Knowledge – Thayer: intelligence & understanding – primarily of 
God's will (cf. 2 Pet. 3:16; Hos. 4:6; Mat. 11:29; Heb. 5:12).

• Eph. 4:13  “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ”

• Col. 1:10  “That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing 
in the knowledge of God”

• 2 Pet. 1:2  “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you 
through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord”

Temperance – Thayer: self-control (the virtue of one who masters 
his desires and passions, especially his sensual appetites). 

• Gal. 5:23 – an element of the fruit of the Spirit.
• Tit. 2:12  “Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world” Cf. Rom. 13:14.

Patience – Thayer: steadfastness, constancy, endurance.
• Rom. 2:7  “To them who by patient continuance in well 

doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal 
life”

• Jas. 5:7-8.
Godliness – Thayer: reverence, respect; piety towards God,.

• 1 Tim. 4:8  For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness
is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come. a

• 1 Tim. 6:6-8 “But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment let us 
be therewith content.”

Brotherly kindness – (cf. Jn. 13:35; 1 Jn. 4:20-21) tēn 
philadelphian Thayer: love of brothers or sisters, brotherly love.

• Jn. 13:34-35 “A new commandment I give unto you, That 
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my 



disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
• 1 Jn. 4:20-21  “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his 

brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom 
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?
And this commandment have we from him, That he who 
loveth God love his brother also.”

Charity (love) – (RWP) Love (tēn agapēn). By deliberate choice 
(Mat. 5:44). Love for Christ as the crown of all (1 Pet. 1:8) and so 
for all men. Love is the climax as Paul has it (1 Cor. 13:13).

• 1 Pet. 1:8  “Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory”

• 1 Cor. 13:1-3, 13.

Decision:
• The results that follow...
• Active and fruitful life in the kingdom – 2 Pet. 1:8-9; Mat. 

7:21; Jn. 15:1-2
• Joyous entrance into the the eternal kingdom – 2 Pet. 1:1-
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• If we add to what God supplies, He will add to that:
• 2 Pet. 1:11  For so an entrance shall be supplied* to you 

abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ.  * The same word as "add" in v. 5!


