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Hebrews 6:1-6; 1 Corinthians 15:12-19

 Many of Jesus’ teachings are controversial according to 
worldly wisdom:  repentance from dead works, faith toward
God, the doctrine of baptisms, and the laying on of hands, 
but probably nothing more controversial than the doctrine 
of the resurrection of the dead!

 An essential part of the foundation upon which everything 
else is built – Heb. 6:1-2; 1 Cor. 15:14-15.

 We need to be able to give a defense for the hope that is in 
us – 1 Pet. 3:15.

Faith in the Historical Christ
 Jesus taught that a general resurrection – Jn. 5:24-29.

◦ The power of God would work through Him to 
accomplish it – Jn. 5:21, 26; 6:39-40, 44, 54

◦ If no resurrection, Jesus lied and we have no hope.
 Jesus raised people from the dead, demonstrating His power

over death – Mk. 5:35-41 (Jairus’ daughter); Lk. 7:11-17 
(widow of Nain's son); Jn. 11:38-44 (Lazarus); Mat. 11:5 
“The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed 
and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have 
the gospel preached to them.”
◦ His apostles empowered to raise the dead – Mat. 10:8.
◦ A powerful confirmation of the Word! – Heb. 2:3-4.

Faith in the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ
 He predicted His resurrection – Mk. 8:31; Jn. 2:18-22. 

◦ His enemies were aware – Mat. 27:62-66.
◦ They had every reason to disprove it, but history is silent

on the success of their attempts.
 Eyewitnesses testified to His death, burial, and resurrection.

◦ He actually died – Mk. 15:43-45; Jn. 19:31-37.
◦ He was sealed in a tomb – Mk. 15:46,47; Lk. 23:55.
◦ He was resurrected – Mat. 28; Mk. 16; Lk. 24; Jn. 20; 

Acts 1:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:3-8.
 Apostles preached His resurrection – Acts 1:21-22; 4:33.

◦ Their preaching was based on the fact of it – Acts 2:32; 
3:14,15; 5:30-32; 10:39-42; 13:30,31; etc.

◦ That His resurrection guaranteed the general 
resurrection – Acts 17:29-34; 24:14-15.

◦ Preaching it brought persecution – Acts 4:1-4; 23:6-8; 
24:17-21 – a powerful confirmation of their faith!

Faith in the Resurrection Produces Results
 Obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

◦ Acts 2:29-39 – 3000 motivated by the resurrection! 
◦ Rom. 10:9-10 – salvation is connected!
◦ Rom. 6:3-6; Col. 2:12-13 – buried and raised by 

baptism!
 Obedience leading to righteousness.

◦ Rom. 6:11-13 – dead to sin, we become instruments of 
righteousness.

◦ Rom 6:16 “Do you not know that to whom you present 
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves 
whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of 
obedience leading to righteousness?”

◦ Rom. 8:11-12 – not live after the flesh.
◦ 1 Cor. 6:14-20 – we are bought with a price!

 Hope in Christ and His second coming!
◦ 1 The. 1:9-10 – to wait for Him to come from heaven!
◦ 1 The. 4:13-18 – “But I do not want you to be ignorant,

brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest 
you sorrow as others who have no hope.”

 Confidence in the power of God.
◦ 2 Cor. 1:9 “Yes, we had the sentence of death in 

ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in 
God who raises the dead”

◦ 2 Cor. 4:13-14 “Knowing that He who raised up the 
Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will 
present us with you.”

Decision:
 There is little more important than the resurrection.
 It is at the heart of the Good News.
 Let us believe it wholeheartedly and teach it faithfully!
 Will you be raised with Christ from baptism so you can be 

raised from death for heaven?


