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1 Timothy 4:12-16

• Standards for hero status have been lowered to the point of 
disappearing.

• Sports heroes no longer take their role model status 
seriously.

• Political leaders no longer think character and morality 
need be virtuous.

• Christians must always be concerned about reputation and 
influence – what we say, what we do, where we go.

• 1 Tim. 4:12  "Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity."

An Example in Word, or Speech
• Eph. 4:29-31 – can be corrupt, grieving to the Holy Spirit, 

bitter, wrathful, angry, clamorous, evil, and malicious.
• Eph. 5:3-4 – can dwell on uncleanness, fornication, 

covetousness, filthiness, foolish talking, coarse jesting.
• Words come out of our hearts and we must be seen as good 

hearted – Lk. 6:45.
• Col. 4:6 “Let our speech always be with grace, seasoned 

with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer 
each one.”

• Eph. 4:29 should be “good for necessary edification, that it 
may impart grace to the hearers.”

• "If you can't say something that is edifying, don't say 
anything at all."

• Words of rebuke, correction, instruction, must always be 
gentle., e.g., 2 Tim. 2:24-26.

An Example in Conversation, or Conduct
• Eph. 4:20-24 – live like have actually learned from and 

been taught by Christ; 
• 1 Pet. 2:11-12 “Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers 

and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against 

the soul...”

An Example in Charity (Love) – 1 Cor. 13:4-8
• Be loving to brothers and sisters in Christ – Jn. 13:35.
• Be loving to those who are not Christians; those who are 

not loving – Lk. 6:31-35.
• 1 Cor. 16:14  “Let all your things be done with charity.” 

An Example in Spirit
• Do we seek those things which are above?  Col. 3:1
• Do we long for our heavenly home?  2 Cor. 5:1 -3.
• Gal. 6:1 “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye 

which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 
meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”

An Example in Faith – Heb. 11 --The hall of fame of faith
• How did they get there?
• Can we name anyone of such great faith here?
• Not because any ability, not because of intelligence, but 

actions!

An Example in Purity
• Do we make it our goal to please God?
• Mat. 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 

God. ”
• Psa. 51:9-13

Decision:
• Do we long to be forgiven of sins?
• Do we long to be like Jesus?
• Do we long to be with Jesus?


