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• Of repentance from dead works – change of mind and 
behavior.

• Of faith toward God – change of priorities.
• Of the doctrine of baptisms – change of relationship.
• The “laying on of hands” may seem out of place, but 

remains important in principle today.

In the Old Testament
• Blessings bestowed – Gen 48:14 “And Israel stretched out 

his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was 
the younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh's head, 
guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the 
firstborn.”  Cf. Gen. 48 & 49.

• In offerings and sacrifices – Lev. 3:1-2,8,13; 4:4; at 
appointment of Aaronic priesthood – Lev. 8:14, 22; at 
dedication of Levites – Num. 8:12; Day of Atonement – 
Lev. 16:21.  Today – 1 Pet. 2:5.

• Appointing and empowering for service – Joshua – Num. 
27:18-23.

• Executing judgment – Lev. 24:13-14, expressing a certainty
& accepting of responsibility.

• Although the specific purpose varies, each involves a  
conveyance of responsibility, authority, blessing, guilt.

In the New Testament
• Blessing and prayer – Jesus blessed & prayed for the 

children – Mat. 19:13-15; cf. Mk .10:13-16; Lk. 18:15-17.
• Healing the sick – 

◦ The sick at Nazareth – Mk. 6:5
◦ All brought to Him in Capernaum – Lk. 4:40
◦ Woman with infirmity for 18 years – Lk. 13:11-13
◦ Mk. 16:18 – Apostles empowered to “lay hands on the 

sick, and they shall recover.”  Cf. Acts 5:12 “And by the
hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders 
wrought among the people; (and they were all with one 

accord in Solomon's porch.”
◦ Acts 9:12,17 Annanias & Saul of Tarsus.
◦ Acts 28:8 – Paul & Publius' sick father.

• Spiritual gifts imparted with the laying on of apostles' 
hands to meet spiritual needs of the early church.
◦ Acts 8:14-17 – to the Samaritans, by Peter and John.
◦ Acts 8:18-24 – Simon saw how it was done.
◦ Acts 19:6 – twelve Ephesians, by Paul.
◦ 1 Tim. 4:14; 2 Tim. 1:6 – Timothy, by prophecy with 

the eldership (presbytery) & by Paul.
• Appointment to service with the laying on of hands

◦ Acts 6:1-6 – apostles appointed the seven to serve the 
Grecian widows; had to meet a high standard of faith!

◦ Acts 13:1-3 – prophets and teachers in sending Paul and
Barnabas on an evangelistic journey.

◦ Same purpose as in administering spiritual gifts – 
qualified disciples were identified, authorized, and set 
aside for specific services.

Caution was (and is) in order!
• 1 Tim. 5:22 “Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be 

partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure.”
• A warning against hasty appointment of untried men in 

view of the problems such could cause, and the necessity of
impartiality  (1 Tim. 5:19-21).

Decision...
• Old and New, laying on of hands conferred responsibility, 

authority, blessing, even dealing with the guilty.
• It is “foundational” that we understand the historical usages

of “the laying on of hands” some of which have passed.
• It is “foundational” that we understand the continuing 

necessity of appointing qualified disciples to various tasks 
in the church. 

• It is “foundational” that we accept responsibility for the 
choices that we make as a congregation and as individuals.


