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Hebrews 6:1-6; 11:1-6

• Eph. 5:17  “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand 
what the will of the Lord is.”

• Most who profess Christianity agree that faith is essential 
to salvation, but many disagree as to what saving faith is.

• Some suggest that faith and obedience are mutually 
exclusive.

• Others, that faith and obedience are inclusive.

Faith Toward God Is Informed
• Heb. 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped 

for...” a setting or placing under; thing put under, 
substructure, foundation.
◦ Hebrews 3:14 translates it as “confidence” alluding to 

firm trust, assurance.
• “...the evidence of things not seen” a proof, that by which a 

thing is proved or tested; conviction.
See Rom. 1:20 “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal

power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse”
◦ V. 7 – a flood unknown to man.
◦ V. 8 – an unknown land.
◦ V. 10, 14-16 – a promised city & a heavenly country.
◦ V. 26 – a promised reward.
◦ V. 35 – a better resurrection.

• NOT a “blind leap in the dark,” which is an often repeated 
misquote of a Danish philosopher.

• We need to know what we believe, why we believe it!
• Heb. 11:3 “By faith we understand...”
• Rom. 10:17 – Faith comes by hearing the word of God!

Faith Toward God Is Active!
• Designed to be put into action! Rom. 1:5 “Through Him we

have received grace and apostleship for obedience to the 
faith among all nations for His name” Rom. 16:26 “for the 

obedience of faith”  Also  Jas. 2:14-26.
• 1 Pet. 2:12-17 – Living our faith creates opportunities for 

the Gospel to be shared. (Mat. 7:21; Lk. 6:46-49)
• Php. 4:9 – Living our faith brings  confidence and the 

comforting presence of the God of peace!
• Look for “action” words in Heb. 11!  Note the dual 

conditions in 11:6!

Faith Toward God Is Sincere
• 1 Tim. 1:5  “Now the purpose of the commandment is love 

from a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from 
sincere faith”

• 1 Tim. 3:9  “Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience.”

• Heb. 10:22  “Let us draw near with a true heart in full 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil 
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.”

• Jas. 1:27 – Only then can practice pure and undefiled 
religion!

Faith Toward God Is Compelling
• Biblical faith is worth defending! – Php. 1:15-17; 1 Pet. 

3:15-16.
• Eph. 6:19-20 – Paul asked for prayers to speak “boldly,” 

meaning to speak freely & with confidence.
• Acts 4:20 “For we cannot but speak the things which we 

have seen and heard.”  Also 5:29.
• Jer. 20:9 Then I said, "I will not make mention of Him, Nor

speak anymore in His name." But His word was in my 
heart like a burning fire Shut up in my bones; I was weary 
of holding it back, And I could not.”

Decision...
• Is your faith blind, or is it biblical?
• Do you know why you believe what you believe?
• Are you willing to be obedient to the Gospel of Christ?
• Will you put your faith into action?


