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1 Timothy 3:8-13

• Like elders, the qualifications for deacon are “musts” 
therefore men must be fully qualified, not simply “closer 
than others.”

• Like elders, if one is not fully qualified he is not qualified 
at all.

• Acts 6:1-6 – It was required of them that…
• They be sought out from among the congregation.
• That they be “of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit, 

and wisdom” implying that they are well known by the 
church, and that they are loyal to the faith and wise in the 
application of their knowledge.

Experience:
• Must Be Tested/Proved – from δοκιμάζω Thayer: 1) to test, 

examine, prove, scrutinise (to see whether a thing is 
genuine or not), as metals; 2) to recognise as genuine after 
examination, to approve, deem worthy.

• Husband Of One Wife – lit. “one woman man” (cf. Elder 
3:2);.

• Ruling Their Children & Houses Well – ruling – from 
προ στημι  Thayer : to be over, to superintend, preside ιι
over; e a protector or guardian; to give aid, care for, give 
attention to. (Cf. Elders 3:4-5; 5:17.

Reputation:
• Blameless – from νεγκλητος  Thayer: that cannot be α

called into to account, unreproveable, unaccused, 
blameless.

Character: 
• Reverent/grave – from σεμνός Thayer: august, venerable, 

reverend; to be venerated for character, honourable.
• Not Double Tongued – from δίλογος  Thayer: saying the 

same thing twice, repeating; saying one thing with one 

person another with another (with the intent to deceive) Cf. 
Mat. 5:37; Jas. 5:12.

• Not Given To Much Wine – does not necessarily imply that
they can be given to some wine! They are to be under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit (Acts 6:3; Eph. 5:18), not that 
of wine.

• Not Greedy For Money – from α σχροκερδης  Thayer: ι
eager for base gain, greedy for money, covetous.

Knowledge & Ability:
• Must Hold The Mystery Of The Faith With A Pure 

Conscience – well educated in the word of God, living 
consistently with its precepts, and actively engaged in 
carrying it out.

The Responsibilities Of Deacons
• To look after the physical and material needs of the church 

(Acts 6:1-7).
• While this is true, it would be a mistake to suggest that they

do not serve in spiritual ways.
• To attend to any need in which the elders request their 

assistance.
• A deacon who complains about being asked to do work by 

the elders needs to reevaluate what it means to be a deacon.

Decision:
• Although the word generally means servant, it is sometimes

used in a special sense, referring to a special class of 
servants.

• This is why special qualifications are set forth immediately 
after those of overseers (bishops).

• Because of the fact that a servant is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven (Mark 10:43), those who serve well as 
deacons obtain a good standing and boldness before God (I 
Timothy 3:13).

• Consider the importance of this work, and step forward to 
accept God's call for men.


