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1 Peter 4:10-11

 Lk. 15:11-32, Jesus said that, having wasted his inheritance,
the youngest son "came to himself" (Lk. 15:17) and decided
to go back home.

 He changed for the better when he accepted the truth about 
who he was and what he had become.

 He learned that a right relationship with his father was 
necessary to do that.

 God does not want us to be wasteful of our abilities (Mat. 
25:14-30; 1 Pet. 4:10:11).

 The question "Who am I?" demands an answer. Contrast 
“Finding out who I am” with “Whom do I want to be?”

Who we are depends on who we want to be.
 We are made in God's image: "So God created man in His 

own image; in the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them" (Gen. 1:27).

 God is a personal being and so are we; we are persons.
 There are differences between us and the animals – to 

murder a human being, for example, is a fundamentally 
different act than to take the life of an animal, compare Gen.
9:3 and 9:5-6.

 This is why any taking of innocent human life is 
wrong,regardless of whether it is in or out of the womb.

 Thus, the central issue of life is our relationship to Him: 
"Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God 
and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man. For God will bring every work into judgment, 
including every secret thing, whether it is good or whether it
is evil" (Ecc. 12:13-14).

Self worth affects senses of identity an wellbeing.
 Personal worth is established by our Creator, and self worth 

correlates to our relationship with Him.

 Persons created in God's image have more personal worth 
than the lower creatures: "Look at the birds of the air, for 
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than
they?" (Mt. 6:26).

 As equal bearers of the divine image, no person is worth any
more or less than another!

 Thus, the universal need to be loved and needed , and the 
need know that life is meaningful.  Compare Rom. 5:8; 1 
Cor. 15:58.

 Equality does not imply sameness in abilities, roles, or 
responsibilities.

Potential develops through roles and responsibilities.
 "For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who 

is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to 
each one a measure of faith" (Rom. 12:3).  Soberly = 
sophroneo; be of sound or right mind (about ourselves).

 We are "free moral agents."
 It is a great responsibility to be endowed with freedom of 

the will.
 We have the "ability to choose" -- we are personally 

accountable before God.  (Heb. 4:13).
 We cannot lower our value, but we can abuse it.
 The ultimate question is: what am I doing with myself, the 

person God made me to be?
 The family remains the best place for these important truths 

to be taught and developed.

Decision:
 We were made individually for fellowship with God.
 God wants each of us to be all He created us to be!
 We are fulfilled and secure only when we are fulfilling God's

purpose for our lives.  1 Pet. 4:10-11


