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Hebrews 6:1-3; Ephesians 4:5

• Eph. 4:5 “One Lord, one faith, one baptism...”
• Six baptisms mentioned in the New Testament, which is the 

“one”?
• Two baptisms are clearly past:  (1) The baptism of suffering 

– Mat. 20:22-23; Mk.  10:35-40; Lk. 12:50, figuratively, the 
sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ; (2) The Red 
Sea baptism (1 Cor. 10:1-2) – Israel was “all baptized unto 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea”

• Controversy surrounds the other four baptisms of the NT.
• W.E Vine: baptisma, "baptism," consisting of the processes of 

immersion, submersion and emergence (from bapto, "to dip").
 Not pour or sprinkle – different Greek and English words, and different 

processes!

John’s Baptism – Mat. 3:11-12
• John prepared the way for the Christ –  Mat. 3:3; Mk. 1:4 

preaching “the baptism of repentance for the remission of 
sins.”

• By whom? – John & his disciples.
• Element? – Water; much water (Jn. 3:23)
• Purpose? – Prepare the way for Jesus
• Duration? – Until Pentecost when it was replaced by the 

baptism of the Great Commission (Acts 2:38).

• Not valid since Christ commanded baptism in His name – Acts 2:38; 19:1-5.

Baptism with the Holy Spirit – Mat. 3:11a 
• Promise of the Father - Lk. 24:46-49; Acts 1:4-8; 2:1-4.
• The Comforter promised to His apostles.  Jn. 14:26; 16:7.
• Not to make disciples, because they already were disciples.
• To guide them into all truth and bring to their remembrance 

the teachings of Jesus – Jn. 14:26; Jn. 16:13; and to testify of
Christ – Jn. 15:26.

• NEVER a command, but a promise:  Fulfilled to Jews (Acts 
2:14-21); and Gentiles (Acts 10:44-47).

• By whom? – Administered only by Jesus Christ!
• Element? – Holy Spirit.

• Purpose? – A promise; authority & inspiration.
• Duration? – Limited to its fulfillment in the first century.

Baptism with Fire – Mat. 3:11-12
• Some today pray for a baptism with, or in, fire; should they? 

Separated from the wheat and destined to fire?
• Not to be confused with Acts 2:3!
• By whom? Jesus Christ. (Mat. 3:11-12) 
• Element?  Unquenchable fire. (Mat. 3:12)
• Purpose? Mat. 3:12 – Purging and destruction!
• Duration? Yet future & eternal! – Rev. 20:15  “And 

whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.”

Baptism of the Great Commission – Mat.  28:19-20; Mk. 16:15-
16

• Not John's baptism, his was now completed.
• Not the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Jesus administered it.
• Not the baptism of fire, Jesus, will administer that.
• By whom? – Disciples of Christ; man performs and obeys.

◦ Mat. 28:19 – the intended result of “teaching” is to baptize those taught.

• Element? – Plain water (Acts 8:37-38).
• Purpose? – For the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16); into 

Christ (Gal. 3:27); into Christ's death for newness of life 
(Rom. 6:4); answer of a good conscience toward God (1 Pet. 
3:21).

• Duration? – Until the end of the world, Mat. 28:20.

Decision...
• Eph. 4:5 (about 61 A.D.), there was “one baptism” pertinent 

to the church age:  John's baptism was past.  Holy Spirit 
baptism was past.  Fire was yet future.

• THE BAPTISM OF THE GREAT COMMISSION was the 
only one being taught and administered by disciples, and 
being obeyed by those becoming disciples!

• Baptism is  misunderstood because of false teachings about 
the Gospel plan of salvation.

• Most confusion IS cleared up by careful study.
• Will you be baptized, forgiven, and added to Christ’s church?


