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Psalm 51 (10-13)

• Psalm 51 is numbered among the seven psalms of 
penitence (6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 130, & 143).

• This psalm comes during some of David’s darkest days, 
conveying David’s burden of guilt and God’s  grace and 
forgiveness.

• Prior to 2 Samuel 11, David has walked faithfully with 
God, cf. 1 Sam. 13:14.

• Waiting for God’s timing in the removal of Saul and his 
own ascension to the throne.

• He had won numerous victories over his enemies.
• David’s career was at an all-time high, but his personal life 

was about to hit an all-time low.

The Setting for David’s Sin – 2 Sam. 11:1-12:13
• 2 Sam. 11:2 – lust of the eyes; he saw her.
• 2 Sam. 11:4 – lust of the flesh.; he sent for her and took her.
• 2 Sam. 11:6ff – the pride of life; he tried to conceal his sin 

& plotted Uriah’s death.
• 2 Sam. 12:1-13 – Confronted by the word of God via 

Nathan.
• 2 Sam. 12:14 – the results of sin conceived of lust; 

“Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great 
occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the 
child also that is born unto thee shall surely die.”  Cf. (Jas. 
1:14-15 “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away
of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.”)

• Note the progression of his fall into sin.
• Note David’s plan for covering his sin.
• David was condemned by his own judgment.  Cf. Mat. 7:1-

2 “ Judge not, that ye be not judged.  For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what 
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.”

Psalm 51 – David acknowledged the reality of his sin (51:3-6)
• What was important to David had changed.
• His focus is now on the magnitude of his willful sin.
• David accepted responsibility and turned to God (Psa. 51:1-

2, 7-14).
• Did David recall his own anointing by Samuel because of 

Saul's rejection of God and overthrow (1 Sam. 16:13-14)
• Blot out my transgressions (v.1); cleanse me form my sin 

(v.2); Cleanse me (v.2); Purge me...wash me and I shall be 
whiter than snow (v.7); blot out all mine iniquities (v.9); 
Create in me a clean heart...renew a right spirit within me 
(v.10); case me not away...take not thy Holy Spirit from me
(v.11); restore unto me the joy of thy salvation (v.12).

• David’s desire is now is rooted in the character of God 
(Psa. 103:10-11)

• David determined to live more faithfully (51:13-15); not an
attempt to negotiate with God, but to faithfully honor God 
and equip others to be more faithful than he was.

• Who has more reason to teach transgressors, and sing of his
righteousness than one who has been forgiven?  (Lk. 7:47)

Decision:
• Psalm 51 teaches us much about the nature of God and the 

appropriate response to sin.
• David’s experience of forgiveness changed his life, and the 

record of that experience should change ours.


