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Hebrews 6:1-6

 “Not laying again the foundation” – these first principles 
are the foundation of Christian life and are intended to be 
built upon.

 Repentance is essential to the foundation.
 Dead works – that cause death or condemnation, or have no

vitality or life.
 μετάνοια – Thayer: a change of mind, as it appears to one 

who repents, of a purpose he has formed or of something he
has done.

God’s Ancient Call – the OT and the Gospels
 Gen. 3:9-11 Adam missed his opportunity.  Cf  4:9-10; 6:3
 1 Kng. 8:46-47  The united kingdom under Solomon.
 Eze. 18:30-32 Judah in captivity.
 Mat. 3:2 – John the Immerser & Mat. 4:17 – Jesus.
 Lk. 13:1-5 (vs. 3&5) “I tell you, no; but unless you repent 

you will all likewise perish.”
 Mat. 21:28-32 The two sons, one who said, “I will” and did

not; another who said, “I won't” and did. Which did the will
of his father?  (V. 32) “For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him; but tax 
collectors and harlots believed him; and when you saw it, 
you did not afterward relent and believe him.”

 Jn. 8:11 “Go and sin no more.”
 Lk. 15:1-7 The lost sheep – “I say to you that likewise there

will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine just persons who need no 
repentance.” – Lk. 15:8-10 The lost coin – “Likewise, I say 
to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents.” – Lk. 15:11-32 The Lost son 
– who “came to himself” and returned to his father.

In the Church Age
 Acts 2:38 On Pentecost.

 Acts 3:19  At the temple, after healing the lame man.
 Acts 8:22  Simon the former sorcerer.
 Acts 17:30  – Mars Hill.
 Acts 26:20  – To Jews & Gentiles “that they should repent, 

turn to God, and do works befitting repentance.”

The Necessity of Repentance
 Lk. 24:47 “and that repentance and remission of sins should

be preached in His name to all nations...”
 2 Pet. 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, 

as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not
willing that any should perish but that all should come to 
repentance.”

 1 Cor. 6:9-11  “... *But you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.”  *Repentance is a 
prerequisite to baptism!

The Product of Repentance
 “Godly sorrow" produces repentance, not just regret.
 The “sorrow of the world” produces regret, but cannot 

produce repentance, is directed toward self, produces 
spiritual death.

 Lk. 23:39-43 – Compare the two thieves.
 “Godly sorrow” is directed toward God for offending Him, 

causes no loss, and leads to salvation, the greatest gain!
 Psa. 51:1-4 is a deep expression of godly sorrow.
 Psa. 51:1-4 is a heart felt expression of godly sorrow.
 Lk. 5:31-32  “...I have not come to call the righteous, but 

sinners, to repentance.”

Decision...
 Few will deny that sin leads to a multitude of regrets, but 

repentance brings none!
 Repentance is notoriously difficult to rebuild, once 

abandoned – Heb. 6:4-6
 Repentance is a beginning point, not an end.
 Where do you want to go from here?


