
The Elders Among Us                                     092219AM
Negative Qualifications – 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:

 What is described as a "good work" if desired by whom? 
(3:1) The position of a bishop (episcopos, overseer), if 
desired by “anyone” who is a male (v. 2 aner).

 The following negative qualifications affect leadership and 
decision making as much as do the positive qualities we 
looked at las week.

1. "Not given to wine (1 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 1:7) Only here & Tit. 
1:7. The verb paroinos to behave ill at wine, to treat with 
drunken violence...  Better, quarrelsome over wine. (Vine)

This word not only signifies one who is inordinately 
attached to wine, a winebibber or tippler, but also one who is 
imperious, abusive, insolent, whether through wine or 
otherwise. (Clarke)

Then it denotes, as it does here, one who sits “by” wine; 
that is, who is in the habit of drinking it. (Barnes)

Alcoholic beverage use is never shown in a favorable 
light in Scripture.  (RFM)
2. "Not violent;" "not soon angry" (1 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 1:7) 1) 
bruiser, ready for a blow 2) a pugnacious, contentious, 
quarrelsome person  (Thayer)

Only here and Tit. 1:7. Some soften down the meaning 
into a pugnacious or combative person. (Vine)

Elders are to convince gainsayers by their command 
and use of sound doctrine (Tit. 1:9), not by force or violence. 
(RFM)
3. "Not greedy for money" “not covetous” (1 Tim. 3:3; Tit. 
1:7) 1) eager for base gain, greedy for money (Thayer)

One who sees gain as an end, and is not particular about
the means by which it is achieved.  One who equates money as 
power and uses it to achieve and exert power.  (RFM)

[N]ot a lover of money; not desiring the office for the 
sake of its emoluments. He who loves money will stick at 
nothing in order to get it. Fair and foul methods are to him 
alike, provided they may be equally productive. (Clarke)

aphilarguros [M]oney-loving, Luk. 16:14; 2 Ti. 3:2. 
Rend. not a money-lover. The word for covetous is pleonexia. 
For the distinction see on Rom. 1:29
4. "Not quarrelsome" (1 Tim. 3:3) amachos, 1) not to be 
withstood, invincible 2) not contentious 3) abstaining from 
fighting (Thayer)

[N]ot contentious or litigious, but quiet and peaceable. 
(Clarke)

[C]ompare 2Tim. 2:24. That is, he should not be a man 
given to contention, or apt to take up a quarrel. The Greek is, 
literally, “Not disposed to fight.” (Barnes)
5. Not a novice" (1 Tim. 3:6) 1) newly planted 1a) a new 
convert, neophyte (one who has recently become a Christian) 
(Thayer)  Why? Refer to 1 Tim. 3:1. A NOVICE IS NOT 
LIKELY TO ADMIT WEAKNESS OR ERROR!

Margin, “one newly come to the faith.” The Greek 
word, which occurs nowhere else in the New Testament, means,
properly, that which is “newly planted.” Thus it would mean a 
plant that was not strong, or not fitted to bear the severity of 
storms; that had not as yet struck its roots deep, and could not 
resist the fierceness of a cold blast. (Barnes)
6. "Not self-willed" (Tit. 1:7) 1) self-pleasing, self-willed, 
arrogant (Thayer)

The word -  authades - does not elsewhere occur in the 
New Testament. It means, properly, self-complacent... (Barnes)
7. "Not quick tempered" (Tit. 1:7) 1) prone to anger, 
irascible (Thayer)  

Not a *choleric man; one who is irritable; who is apt to 
be inflamed on every opposition; one who has not proper 
command over his own temper. (Clarke)

*One who allows anger to build up to the breaking 
point. (RFM)

1 Tim. 3:1 – “Desires a good work”
• Enough to study, train & mature as a Christian servant
• 1 Pet. 5:2-4 “...serving as overseers, not by compulsion but 

willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being 
lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the
flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will 
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.”


