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Romans 12:4-9

 The church may be referred to as a “body” more often than 
by any other metaphor.

 As with other terms descriptive of the church, the “body” 
allows for only one (Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 10:17; 12:12-25; 
Eph. 2:16; 4:4; Col. 3:15).

 A “body” is the entire structure of an organism, in this case,
the church.

 There are some important truths about human bodies that 
are comparable to the church, as a body, as well.

The Head Regulates the Body
 Eph. 1:22-23 – The Lord Jesus Christ is the One Head over 

His singular body.
 Col. 1:18 – As Head over all things to the church, He 

governs all of its functions and activities.
 Col. 3:17 – His authority is indispensable, full, and final.
 There is no dual headship over the church of Christ and 

there are no dual or parallel systems of governance.
 Christ is the One Head over His One Body.

Many Members - All Needed
 Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor 12:14-31 – No passive talents!  Jas. 

1:22 – Doers, not hearers only!
 Jas. 1:27 – Visit (means to see to needs); Mat. 25:35-40 – 

Benevolence; 2 Cor. 1:3-4; Rom. 12:8 – Comfort/exhort.
 Eph. 4:28; Acts 9:36-39; 20:35 – Work to help others.
 Mk. 16:15; 1 Cor. 3:6 – Plant and water the seed!
 Gal. 6:1-2; Jas. 5:19-20 – Restore the erring!

Consult the Great Physician
 2 Tim. 2:17 “And their message will spread like cancer. 

Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort.”
 Rev. 3:17 – Like Laodicea, Sometimes we may be sick and 

not know it until diagnosed by Christ!

 Rev. 3:1 – Like Sardis, untreated disease leads to death, 
sometimes lingering, sometimes sudden.

 1 Pet. 2 – Desire the sincere milk of the word.
 Heb. 5:12-14 – Work up to strong meat, teach others!
 Mk. 2:17 – Are there times when we know something is 

wrong, but we won't consult the Great Physician?

Spiritual Growth is the Remedy
 2 Jn 8 “Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things

we worked for, but that we may receive a full reward.”
 1 Cor. 9:27 – Discipline our bodies; 2 Cor. 13:5 – Examine 

ourselves.
 Jude 1:20-23 – Build yourselves, keep yourselves, have 

compassion, save with fear!
 Jn. 15:1-10; Gal. 5:22-23 – God is glorified when we bear 

fruit, and we can bear fruit only through an obedient faith!

Decision...
 Not all parts and their roles are glamorous but all are 

important to the health of the body.
 The church needs members who will do anything with their

all and not care who gets the credit.
 Let us do the work that Jesus would be doing if He were 

still here.
 In so doing, God will continue to be glorified in the church 

(Eph. 3:20).



Jesus Christ
Head Over All Things To The Church

The Church
Organized in Local Congregations

“Many Members”
Romans 12:4; 1 Cor. 12:12

Elders – 1 Tim. 3:1-7
Deacons – 1 Tim. 3:8-13

Preachers, Teachers, Other Members

Denominational Organization Cuts Off the Head!



Sample of Denominational Church Organization
Variations are almost infinite


