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Positive Qualifications – 1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:

 What is described as a "good work" if desired by whom? 
(3:1) The position of a bishop (episcopos, overseer), if 
desired by “anyone” who is a male (v. 2 aner).

 May elders be either male or female?  Why or why not? No,
an elder must be a male because masculine nouns and 
pronouns are used, and the next verse requires that he 
be a "husband of one wife," which is impossible for a 
female to do.

 All of the following affect leadership and decision making 
in a positive or negative way, influencing Christians (1 Pet. 
5:3) and outsiders either for good or evil.

1. "Be blameless" (without reproach) (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6-7)  
Thayer:  1) not apprehended, that cannot be laid hold of  2) 
that cannot be reprehended, not open to censure, 
irreproachable.  Not “perfect;” but a man against whom no 
charge of immorality, or of holding false doctrine, is alleged; of 
irreproachable character for truth, honesty, chastity, and 
general uprightness.
2. "The husband of one wife" (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:6) Lit. "of 
one wife a husband."  "Husband" translates aner, a male.  
(Clarke) Some have most foolishly spiritualized this, and say, 
that by one wife the Church is intended! PNT:  A married man,
and having only one wife. In those loose times of divorce, men 
might be converted who had successively several wives. Divorce
for unscriptural reasons would not free a man to marry again.
3. "Temperate;" "self-controlled" (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8) 
Thayer: 1) sober, temperate, 1a) abstaining from wine, either 
entirely or at least from its immoderate use 1b) of things free 
from all wine, as vessels, offerings.
4. "Sober-minded" (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8) Thayer:  1) of a 
sound mind, sane, in one’s senses. 2) curbing one’s desires and 
impulses, self-controlled, temperate.
5. "Of good behavior" (1 Tim. 3:2) Thayer: 1) well 
arranged, seemly, modest.

6. "Hospitable" (1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:8) Strongs:  fond of 
guests, that is, hospitable: - given to (lover of, use) hospitality.  
Barnes:  This is often enjoined on all Christians as a duty of 
religion. For the reasons of this, and the nature of the duty, see 
the Rom. 12:13 note; Heb. 13:2 note. Elders should be 
examples of every Christian virtue.  Cf. 1 Pet. 4:9 “be 
hospitable to one another without grumbling”
7. "Able to teach" (1 Tim. 3:2) Only here and 2 Tim. 2:24.  
Thayer:  1) apt and skilful in teaching.  Clarke: not only wise 
himself, but ready to communicate his wisdom to others.
8. "Gentle" (1 Tim. 3:3) Thayer: 1) seemingly, suitable. 2) 
equitable, fair, mild, gentle.  Clarke:  meek, gentle; the opposite
to a quarrelsome person.  Barnes:  Modest, mild, gentle. See 
the word (Greek) in Phil. 4:5; Tit. 3:2; Jas. 3:17, and 1 Pet. 
2:18, where it is rendered “gentle.”
9. "One who rules his own house well" (1 Tim. 3:4) Clarke: 
one who properly presides over and governs his own family… 
not by sternness, severity, and tyranny, but with all gravity; 
governing his household.  Trains children for responsibility.
10. "Having his children in submission with all reverence" (1 
Tim. 3:4) Barnes: This does not mean that his “children” 
should evince gravity, whatever may be true on that point; but 
it refers “to the father.” He should maintain proper “dignity”; 
he should maintain self-respect, and his deportment should be 
such as to inspire others with respect for him.
11. "Having faithful children not accused of dissipation or 
insubordinaton" (Tit. 1:6) 1 Tim. 3:5.  Vine:  Better, believing 
children; or, as Rev., children that believe. Comp. 1 Tim. 3:4.  
{Not accused of riot} Lit. not in accusation of profligacy. See on
1 Tim. 5:19. lit. unsavingness; hence, dissoluteness, profligacy. 
Comp. Luk. 15:13, of the prodigal son.
12. "Have a good testimony among those who are outside" (1 
Tim. 3:7)  PNT:  Have an established character which speaks 
well for the church among the unconverted.  {Lest he fall into 
reproach} - For his former scandalous life.  {And the snare of 
the devil} - Snares and temptations, such as he fell in and fell 
by before.
13. "A lover of what is good" (Tit. 1:8)  Clarke:  A lover of 
goodness or of good things in general.



14. "Just" (Tit. 1:8) Thayer: 1) righteous, observing divine 
laws. 1a) in a wide sense, upright, righteous, virtuous, keeping 
the commands of God.
15. "Holy" (Tit. 1:8) Thayer Definition:  1) undefiled by sin, 
free from wickedness, religiously observing every moral 
obligation, pure holy, pious.  
16. "Holding fast the faithful word" (Tit. 1:9) Barnes:  That is,
the true doctrines of the gospel. This means that he is to hold 
this fast, in opposition to one who would wrest it away, and in 
opposition to all false teachers, and to all systems of false 
philosophy. He must be a man who is firm in his belief of the 
doctrines of the Christian faith, and a man who can be relied 
on to maintain and defend those doctrines in all circumstances;
compare notes, 2 Thess. 2:15.

Next week – Negative Qualifications & a few other important 
matters.


