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 Two thousand years ago Christ’s church was first 
established in the city of Jerusalem.

 Peter's inspired message had convinced the Jews that they 
had crucified the very Messiah that they had been waiting 
for, and they were pierced to the heart – Acts 2:37-38.

 3,000 souls gladly received the word and were baptized that
day – Acts 2:41.

 This was the beginning of the church of Christ.
 Let's look at what characterized the first congregation.

Faithful In Doctrine
 To Jesus – Rev. 3:14; 19:11 – Jesus, Faithful & True 

witness as Head of the church & leader of the fight against 
evil; To His faithful & true words – Rev. 21:5; 22:6.

 The apostles' doctrine – Jn. 14:26; Mat. 28:18-20; 1 Cor. 
2:2.

 Acts 2:46 – Daily, in the temple & house to house; later 
reminded of their “labor of love” (Heb. 6:10).

 2 Tim. 2:14 – Must handle aright the word of truth!
 Php. 1:27 – Only when we stand fast in one spirit, with one 

mind, can we strive together for the faith of the Gospel!

Faithful In Worship
 Acts 2:42 – In breaking of bread... (compare Acts 20:7 & 

1 Cor. 10:16).
 Acts 2:42 – Faithful to pray – Lk. 18:1; Rom. 12:12.
 Faithful to assemble – Heb. 10:25.
 2 Cor. 8:4 – Giving is also “fellowship” (also 2 Cor. 9:13).
 Not the sabbath! – first day = mian sabbaton, e.g. Mat. 

28:1, Hebrew way of counting weekdays, for which they 
had no names; occurs 8 times in NT.

 Exo. 31:15-17 – Given to “sons of Israel” throughout their 
generations, not to Christians – cf. Col. 2:11ff. (compare 
Jer. 31:31-32/Heb. 8:7-13).

The Importance of the First Day of the Week
 Mat 28:1 – day of the Lord’s resurrection.
 Lk. 24:1-12 – Seen by Mary Magdalene & others women.
 Lk. 24:13-27 – Seen by 2 disciples on road to Emmaus.
 Jn. 20: – Seen by 10 apostles; Jn. 20: a week later by all 12.
 Acts 2:1 –a Day He poured out His Spirit and founded His 

church.
 Acs 20:1-7 – Day disciples met to “break bread.”
 1 Cor. 16:1-2 – Day church meets to “lay by in store.”

Faithful In Service
 Jn. 13:15-17 – Service shows an understanding of 

discipleship & brings true happiness!
 Lk. 10:38-42 – Not all service is equal! (Compare Lk. 

16:10-13).
 Rom. 12:11 – Serving the Lord is the highest & noblest 

service.
 Gal. 5:13 – a faithful church serves in love.
 Eph. 6:7 “with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and 

not to men.”

Decision...
 Acts 2:47 & 4:32 – the result of their steadfastness was 

regular growth & unity of heart and soul!
 Acts 8:1-4 – Later, under intense persecution, their 

steadfastness paid dividends in the spread of the church!
 They were unstoppable because they were faithful & loyal!
 Where do you stand, today?
 ARE YOU “TRUE HEARTED, WHOLE HEARTED, 

FAITHFUL AND LOYAL”?


