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Romans 8:16-18

 Sin and suffering coexist; one entered on the heels of the 
other.

 To be in the world is to experience suffering in one way or 
another.

 Jn. 17:15 – Jesus prayed that His disciples be kept from 
Satan, rather than be removed from the world (where His 
and our mission lies).

 Overcoming the world is a major themes of the Gospel.
 Job 19:25-27 – did Job's physical suffering contribute to his

longing to see his “Redeemer”?
 1 Cor. 15:51-54 – We can look forward to being raised in a 

spiritual body, incorruptible, immortal, designed for 
eternity!

Teaches Dependence on God  (Cf. Deu. 8:18)
 Mat. 6:11, 19-20, 25ff – There are worse things than 

poverty!
 Heb. 13:5-6 “ Let your conduct be without covetousness; 

be content with such things as you have. For He Himself 
has said, "I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE 
YOU." So we may boldly say: "THE LORD IS MY 
HELPER; I WILL NOT FEAR. WHAT CAN MAN DO TO
ME?"”

 Jas. 2:5 – God has chosen the poor, but rich in faith!
 Rev. 2:9 – Smyrna, poor, but rich!
 Rev. 3:17 – Laodicea, rich, but poor!

Teaches Patience & Endurance
 2 Tim. 3:12 – persecution, in one form or another, will 

come to the faithful in the Lord.
◦ Mat. 10:34-36 – it may come from family.
◦ Jn. 15:18-19 – it will come from an unbelieving world.
◦ Acts 7; 8:1-4 – it can come from religious people.

 Mt. 5:10-12 – those persecuted for righteousness' sake are 
“blessed.”  Also 1 Pet. 2:19-20; 4:12-16.

 Jas. 1:2-4 – the result of persecution for the faith is 
something to be joyful about!

 There are worse things than persecution – Lk. 6:26 “Woe 
unto you, when all men shall speak well of you! for so did 
their fathers to the false prophets.”

Often Accompanies Correction
 Heb. 12:7-11 – chastening is evidence of God's love for us.
 2 Tim. 3:16-17 – He chastens us primarily through His 

inspired word.
◦ We suffer the consequences of wrong choices.
◦ We observe the effects of sin in the world around us.
◦ He corrects us by presenting His Way as an alternative 

(see Jer. 6:16-19).  An aspect of wisdom!
 Pro. 15:10 “Harsh discipline is for him who forsakes the 

way, And he who hates correction will die.”
 Pro. 17:10 “Rebuke is more effective for a wise man Than 

a hundred blows on a fool.”

Teaches Brevity/Uncertainty of Life (Cf. Psa. 90:10)
 There are worse things than grief and death. 
 Rev. 21:7-8 “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and

I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly,
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, 
sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the 
lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.”

Decision...
 The key to coping with suffering is faith: trusting that God 

knows what He is doing and that He will bring about an 
end that will be to our greatest good – 2 Tim. 1:12.

 Paul took “pleasure” in hardships, for Christ’s sake: “For 
when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor. 12:10).

 Our “light affliction” is “working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:16-18). 
Cf. Rom. 8:18.


