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Hebrews 13:1-7

• Elders have a responsibility to Christ for His church, as we 
saw last week.

• The church has a responsibility to Christ towards elders.
• Faithful elders are indispensable and irreplaceable.

We are to Follow their Faith – Heb. 13:7.
• Elders have the “rule” and “speak the Word” - cf. 1 Tim. 

3:2, 4-5; Tit. 1:9; cf. Acts 20:28 :shepherd the church.
• “Imitate their faith” (KJV, NASB, NRSV).
• “Considering the outcome of their conduct” – Their faithful

security, confidence, fruit of the Spirit, results of their 
service on their families, the church… cf. Php. 3:17.

• Includes obeying them – Heb. 13:17 – from πείθω Thayer: 
to listen to, obey, yield to, comply with; to trust, have 
confidence, be confident.

• Includes being submissive – also in Heb. 13:17 –  from 
πείκω Thayer: υ to resist no longer, but to give way, yield 

(of combatants); metaphorically to yield to authority and 
admonition, to submit.

• Because they “watch over your souls” & we profit by 
following their faith, not ever by frustrating them!

• What are the benchmarks for healthy sheep?

We Must Recognize & Esteem Them – 1 The. 5:12-13.
• Elders are the ones who are “over you” - cf. Ac 20:28
• Recognize – KJV/ASV – know; CEV-- be thoughtful of; 

ESV – respect; ISV – show your appreciation; NIV & 
Geneva – acknowledge; from ειδεναι, from ε δωι  Thayer: to 
have regard for one, cherish, pay attention to (1 The. 5:12).

• Esteem them highly in love – 1 The. 5:13. – Because of 
their work; reciprocating their love and care for the church 
– from γεομαι Thayer: 1) to lead. Hence, to respect their η
leadership (RFM).

• Includes “Be at peace among yourselves” so as not to 
hinder their work through the “works of the flesh,” but 
facilitate their work through the “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 
5:19-23).

Entreat Them As Fathers – 1 Tim. 5:1.
• “Older man” (NKJV) in general, also applies to those 

serving as elders.  (πρεσβύτερος)
• Rebuke – from πιπλησσωε  Thayer: to strike upon, beat 

upon; to chastise with words, to chide, upbraid, rebuke.
• The charge to “not rebuke” does not preclude faithful 

correction – see 1 Tim. 5:20 re. Erring elders.

Count Some Worthy of Double Honor – 1 Tim. 5:17-19.
• Regarding elders who “rule well” – exercise their oversight 

faithfully and effectively; “labor in the word and doctrine” 
– through study and teaching.  Labor – κοπιάω Thayer: 1) 
to grow weary, tired, exhausted (with toil or burdens or 
grief).

• “Double honor” – (BW Johnson) Held in especial esteem, 
and not only treated with respect, but maintained.  (VWS) 
This at least includes pecuniary remuneration for services, 
if it is not limited to that. The use of τιμή as pay or price 
appears Mat 27:6, Mat 27:9; Act 4:34; Act 7:16; 1Co 6:20.

• Receive no accusation against without proof – 1 Tim. 5:19.
• Honor them by calling for them when in need – Jas. 5:14.
• Those who are sick, whether physically or spiritually  – call 

for the elders, who will pray for them.
• Not wait for a visit, but pro actively “call for the elders” 

because they can’t always know every need.

Decision:
• Heb. 13:17 “ Obey those who rule over you, and be 

submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who 
must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with 
grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”

• These are the reasons that the standards for the eldership are
so high.

• These are also the reasons that the eldership cannot be seen 
as political, or a popularity contest, lest it become a 
dictatorship, or as figureheads, lest they become rubber 
stampers for sin.

• Faithful elders are indispensable and irreplaceable.
• Unfaithful elders CANNOT lead people to heaven!


