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1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 – Descriptive terms cont.

 Last week we saw that  under the law of Moses “elders of Israel” had a 
prominent role – 71 times in Exo., Lev., Num., Deu. – 70 seems to be 
significant – 5 times in Exo. & Num.

 The first mention of elders in the New Testament church is in Acts 
11:26-30, in the Jerusalem church.

 Their importance apostolic insistence that they be ordained in every 
church (Acts 14:23; Tit. 1:5).

 We studied nouns regarding the role of elders – Overseer (Bishop KJV)
- episcopos ; Elder – presbuteros; Shepherd (Pastor KJV) – poimen; 
Steward - from oikonomos (Titus 1:7), meaning the manager of 
household or of household affairs.

Duty to the Church – Verbs Regarding the Role of Elders
 Shepherd; tend - from poimaino (Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2), 

meaning to feed, to tend a flock, keep sheep.
 Labor - from kopiao (1 The. 5:12; 1 Tim. 5:17), 1) to grow 

weary, tired, exhausted (with toil or burdens or grief); 2) to 
labor with wearisome effort, to toil; 2a) of bodily labor.

 Over you in the Lord; rule - from proistemi (1 The. 5:12; 
"rule" 1 Tim. 3:4-5) 1) to set or place before; 1a) to set 
over; 1b) to be over, to superintend, preside over; 1c) to be 
a protector or guardian; 1c1) to give aid; 1d) to care for, 
give attention to.

 Admonish - from noutheteo (1 The. 5:12), to admonish, 
warn, exhort.

 Care of, to take - from epimeleomai (1 Tim. 3:5), to take 
care of a person or thing.  The same word is used to 
describe the care that the good Samaritan took of the man 
who was beaten and robbed (Lk. 10:34-35).

 Hold fast - from antechomai (Tit.1:9), to keep one’s self 
directly opposite to any one, hold to him firmly, cleave to, 
paying heed to.

 Exhort - from parakaleo (Tit. 1:9), meaning 1) to call to 
one’s side, call for, summon; 2) to address, speak to, (call 
to, call upon), which may be done in the way of 

exhortation, entreaty, comfort, instruction, etc.; 2a) to 
admonish, exhort; etc...

 Convict - from elengcho (Tit. 1:9), to convict, refute, 
confute; 1a) generally with a suggestion of shame of the 
person convicted; 1b) by conviction to bring to the light, to 
expose; 2) to find fault with, correct.

 Stop [the mouths] - from epistomidzo (Titus 1:11), 1) to 
bridle or stop up the mouth; 2) metaphorically to stop the 
mouth, reduce to silence.

 Give account - from logon apodidomai (Heb. 13:17.  Cf. 
Mat. 12:36; Rom. 14;12; 1 Pet. 5:4), to render account.

 Taking the oversight - from episkopeo (1 Peter 5:2), 1) to 
look upon, inspect, oversee, look after, care for; 1a) of the 
care of the church which rested upon the elders; 1b) to look
carefully, beware.

 Neither as being lords - from katakurieuo (1 Pet. 5:3), 1) to 
bring under one’s power, to subject one’s self, to subdue, 
master; 2) to hold in subjection, to be master of, exercise 
lordship over.

 Watch - from agrupneo (Heb. 13:17), 1) to be sleepless, 
keep awake, watch; 2) to be circumspect, attentive, ready. 

 Watch - from gregoreo (Acts 20:31), 1) to watch; 2) 
metaphorically give strict attention to, be cautious, active; 
2a) to take heed lest through remission and indolence some 
destructive calamity suddenly overtake one.

Decision:
 We can understand, from what they are called and what 

they are called to do, that elders play an irreplaceable and 
indispensable role in the church as Christ would have it.

 We ignore this, or alter this, at our own peril and that of 
generations to come.

 This helps us understand why the standards set for qualified
elders is a high standard, as we will study in our next 
lesson.

(Definitions of nouns and verbs are from Thayer's Greek English
 Lexicon of the New Testament, by Joseph  H. Thayer)


