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1 Cor. 16:13-14

 Written to "church of God" at Corinth, but applies equally 
to the church in all ages

 Contains many practical lessons, encouragements, 
corrections and warnings.

 Paul's conclusion sums up the faithful CHristian life under 
five great challenges.

“Watch . . .”  To give strict attention to, be cautious, active 
(Thayer), in other words, be alert, be watchful, be on guard! (cf. 1
Thes. 5:6-8)

 Mk. 13:32-37 – In preparation for the coming of the Lord 
Jesus.

 Mat. 26:40-41 – To guard against lapses watchfulness of 
any kind.

 1 Pet. 5:8 – To not give the least occasion to Satan.
  Acts 20:28-31 – To guard against being corrupted by error.
 Gal. 6:10 – Should also watch for opportunities to do good.

◦ 2 The. 3:10-15 – Half is keeping out of trouble.
◦ The other half is doing what is right – 2 The. 3:13 “But 

as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good.”
1 Pet. 2:15 “For this is the will of God, that by doing 
good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men”

“Stand fast in the faith . . .” 
 "The faith" is the gospel of Christ, or the system of faith 

that composes the gospel (Cf. Act_16:5  So the churches 
were strengthened in the faith, and increased in number 
daily.)

 Christians are expected to stand firm, to persist, to 
persevere

 The "faith" is to be upheld and defended (Jude 3)
 There can be no success if there is no stability . . .

◦ Jas. 1:8  “he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his

ways.”
◦ 2 Pet. 2:14 “having eyes full of adultery and that cannot

cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a 
heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed 
children.”

◦ 2 Pet. 3:16  “as also in all his epistles, speaking in them 
of these things, in which are some things hard to 
understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to
their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the 
Scriptures.”

“Be brave . . .”  ESV “act like men” (more accurate).
 Behave wisely and prudently like mature, adults.
 1 Cor. 14:20  “Brethren, do not be children in 

understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in 
understanding be mature.”

“Be strong . . .”
 Proper food  – 1 Pet. 2:1-2.
 Proper exercise – Heb. 5:12-14.
 Protection from disease – Eph. 5:11; 1 Tim. 4:12 “ Let no 

one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers 
in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.”

“Let all that you do be done with love.”
 Love is the essence of Christianity (Jn. 3:16; Eph. 5:25)
 Rom. 13:10 “Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore 

love is the fulfillment of the law.”
 1 Jn4:11 “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another”

Decision...
 Sums up the faith building duties of a fruitful, satisfying 

Christian life.
 If we each strive to rise to and meet these challenges, we 

will be more fruitful.


