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1 Pet. 5:1-4 ~ Background and Descriptive Terms

 Under the law of Moses “elders of Israel” had a prominent role – 71 
times in Exo., Lev., Num., Deu. – 70 seems to be significant – 5 times 
in Exo. & Num.

 The Hebrew word zaqen appears in 23 of the 39 books of the OT  and  
refers to older counselors: meaning old, aged, bearded.

 Ezra used sab, meaning gray headed – chs. 5,6,10.
 The terms imply that Hebrew elders were to be older and wiser that 

their younger counterparts.
 God commanded that Israel was to maintain respect for their elders 

(Lev. 19:32, also Pro. 16:31).
 The Jewish Sanhedrin1 was composed of 71 men who were supposed to 

be older and wiser.
 The first mention of elders in the New Testament church is in Acts 

11:26-30, in the Jerusalem church.
 The importance of elders in the church is seen in the apostolic 

insistence that they be ordained in every church and city (Acts 14:23; 
Titus 1:5).

 In the first century, congregations were apparently urged to become 
fully organized as soon as it was practically possible. Preachers in the 
first century church had a close relationship with elders (Acts 20:17-
38; 1 Tim. 4:14).

Nouns Regarding the Role of Elders
 Acts 20:17, 28 use the first three terms interchangeably.

 Overseer (Bishop KJV) - episcopos (Acts 20:28; Phil. 1:1; 
1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7), overseer; a person charged with seeing
that things to be done by others are done rightly.

Appears in Php. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:2; Tit. 1:7; 1 Pet. 2:25 w/reference to
Jesus.

 Elder - presbuteros (Acts 11:29-30; 20:17), meaning 
advanced in life, an elder, a senior.

Appears at least a dozen times referring to elders ordained in local 
congregations.

 Shepherd (Pastor KJV) - poimen (Eph. 4:11; 1 Pet. 5:2-3), 
meaning a herdsman, especially a shepherd.

Also 1 Pet. 5:2; Jude 1:12 – Referring to Jesus in Rev. 2:27; 7:17; 
12:5 (rule); 19:15 (rule).

 Steward - from oikonomos (Tit. 1:7), meaning the manager 
of household or of household affairs.

“For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-
willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not 
greedy for money,”

Luk 12:42  And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to 
give them their portion of food in due season? 
Luk 12:43  Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so 
doing when he comes. 

Luk 16:1-8 – the unjust steward

Rom. 16:23 – Erastus, the chamberlain (KJV) / treasurer (NKJV)

1 Cor. 4:1-2 – Apostles & co workers “servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God”

Tit 1:7  For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God,

1 Pet. 4:10 – Christians in general, as using the abilities they have 
been blessed with in the service of Christ.

(Definitions of nouns and verbs are from Thayer's Greek English
 Lexicon of the New Testament, by Joseph  H. Thayer)


