
Subj: Christian Duty
Text: 1 Cor. 16:13-14
Titl: Five Great Challenges

Introduction:
A. Epistle is written to "church of God" at Corinth, but applies equally to the 
church in all ages
B. Epistle contains many practical lessons
C. In conclusion sums up Christian life under five great duties

I. “Watch ye . . .”  To give strict attention to, be cautious, active (Thayer), in other words, be 
alert, be watchful, be on guard! (cf. 1 Thes. 5:6-8)
A. Some reasons to be watchful:

1. Lest the coming of the Lord take us unprepared (Mk. 13:32-37)
2. Lest we should be led to forsake Christ even momentarily (Mat. 26:40-41)
3. Lest we should lapse into sin (1 Pet.5:8)
4. Lest we should be corrupted by error (Acts 20:28-31)

B. Should also watch for opportunities to do good (Gal. 6:10)
1. Not getting into mischief is only half of the job
2. The other half is doing what is right (Mat. 28:20)

II. “Stand fast in the faith . . .” 
A. "The faith" is the gospel of Christ, or the system of faith that composes the gospel

1. Christians are expected to stand firm, to persist, to persevere
2. The "faith" is to be upheld and defended (Jude 3)

B. There can be no success if there is no stability

III. “Quit you like men . . .”  ESV “act like men”; NKJV “be brave”
A. Behave wisely and prudently like mature, adults.
B. (1 Cor. 14:20)  Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye 

children, but in understanding be men.

IV. “Be strong . . .”
A. Proper food (1 Pet. 2:1-2)
B. Proper exercise (Heb. 5:12-14)
C. Protection from disease (1 Tim. 5:22) Lay hands suddenly on no man, neither be 

partaker of other men's sins: keep thyself pure.

V. “Let all your things be done with charity . . .”
A. Love is the essence of Christianity (Jn. 3:16; Eph. 5:25)
B. (Rom. 13:10)  Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the 

law.

Conclusion:
A. Sums up the faith building duties of a fruitful, satisfying Christian life.
B. If we each strive to rise to and meet these challenges, we will be more fruitful.


