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2 Timothy 2:1-7

• Our commitment to Christ must run deep because there are too 
many temptations, stresses, trials, disappointments, and hurts in 
this life.

• Without deep commitment we’ll just walk away, at least 
spiritually, when things get too difficult, or too painful.

Christ demands & deserves total commitment -- Jn. 14:15 - an 
outgrowth of love.

• Mat. 8:18-23 - When Jesus finished pointing out the need for 
commitment, only those who could be described as disciples, 
those who made a commitment to Him, followed him.

• Mat. 10:32-38 - Makes plain where our loyalties have to lie if we
are to be faithful to Christ, and illustrates how unfaithfulness can
affect entire households.

• Lk. 6:46  "But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and not do the 
things which I say?"

• Mat. 12:30  "He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who 
does not gather with Me scatters abroad."

Deep commitment expects adversity
• 2 Tim. 3:12 "Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus

will suffer persecution."  While those who fear persecution are 
willing to tolerate ungodliness.

• 2 Cor. 11:23-28 - Paul willingly suffered for his faith.  Cf. Gal 
4:16 "Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the
truth?"

• Conversely, we can be friends with the world – Jas 4:4 
"Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship 
with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to 
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God."

• There is just too much wickedness outside us, among us, and 
even in us to expect anything less than trouble from time to time.

• Adversity, viewed properly, can even be embraced (1 Pet. 4:12-
14)

• Jas. 1:2  “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various
trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience."

True commitment never forgets who it is seeking to please.
• We have to decide who we are in this for. (Gal. 1:10) "For do I 

now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I 
still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ."

• Need to understand that putting anyone or anything before Christ
will result in lost souls, and bringing shame upon Christ and His 
church, period.

• Christians are members of a body, so their choices always affect 
others - can't be avoided.  (1 Cor. 12:26-27; 1 Cor. 5:6-7)  How 
many souls are we willing to risk losing?

• Our determination should be to do good to all men, but 
especially to the household of faith (Gal. 6:10) - we need to be 
looking out for the welfare of the church!

• 1 Tim. 4:16  "Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue
in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those 
who hear you."

• 2 Tim. 2:15 "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth."

Full Commitment is the willingness and determination to lay down 
lives for Christ & church.

• Mat. 10:38-39 "And he who does not take his cross and follow 
after Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, 
and he who loses his life for My sake will find it."

• 1 Jn. 3:16 "By this we know love, because He laid down His life 
for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren."
(Rev. 2:10)

• We are assured of persecution, suffering, and even death, if we 
would be faithful to Christ.

Decision:
• The rewards of deep commitment make any and every sacrifice 

well worth it.
• Mat 10:38  “And he who does not take his cross and follow after 

Me is not worthy of Me. He who finds his life will lose it, and he
who loses his life for My sake will find it."

• Will we meet the challenge of deepening our commitment to 
Christ, to the salvation of our souls and of those who hear us?

• Or will we be more deeply committed to lesser people or lesser 
things, bringing grief to ourselves and trouble to the church?

• What we commit to can be a decision we will always regret, or 
one that we will never regret. Which will it be?


