
The Church Jesus Saves                          072918AM
Hebrews 12:22-29

 Only a thorough study of the O.T and N.T. can reveal the 
true church that Jesus built, and to which thousands became
members in the first century A.D.

 Mat. 16:18; Eph. 1:22-23;  also Col. 1:18-24.
 Eph. 4:4 “There is one body”, the church!
 If the church Jesus built can be identified from the Bible, it 

must be reproduced, for it is as unique in nature and 
mission as the Lord who bought it (Acts 20:28).

Who Are the Saved?
 NOT on human terms or conditions!  Mat. 11:12  “And 

from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.” 
Only on Christ's terms may we be saved.

 Hear the Gospel – Rom. 10:14-17.
 Believe the Gospel – Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9.
 Repent of sins – Lk. 24:46-47; Acts 2:38; 17:30.
 Confess Christ – Rom. 10:10; Acts 8:37.
 Baptized into Christ – Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:26-27.
 God adds the forgiven to the kingdom of Christ – Col. 

1:13-14; in which we must “continue in the faith” – Col. 
1:23.

How Are They Identified?
 Disciples – Up to Acts 11:26, then called...

◦ To Christ our Master Teacher
 Christians – Cf. Acts 26:28; 1 Pet. 4:16.

◦ Belonging to Christ
 Brethren (brothers and sisters) – 1 Pet. 1:22

◦ Our family relationship (cf. Mk. 3:33-35)
 Saints – (1 Cor. 1:2)

◦ Sanctified for service (1 Cor. 1:2)
 Priests – A holy and royal priesthood – 1 Pet. 2:5, 9

◦ To offer up spiritual sacrifices to God
 Servants of Christ – 1 Cor. 4:1; Rev. 1:1

◦ Whom we serve – Col. 3:24
 Children of God – 1 Jn. 3:1

◦ Be imitators of God – Eph. 5:1-2

What Is Their Mission?
 Eph. 2:10 – Created in Christ Jesus for good works...
 Eph. 3:21 – To glorify God in the church by Christ Jesus.
 Evangelism – Acts 2:46-47; 8:1-4; 13:1-3; 1 The. 1:8.
 Edification – 1 Cor. 14:12; 2 Cor. 12:19; Eph. 4:16, 29.
 Benevolence – Acts 20:35; Gal. 6:10; 2 Cor. 9:6:11; 2 Cor. 

8:1-4.

Decision...
 The church that Jesus saves is identified in prophecy and 

her fulfillment of prophecy is precise...

The time and place the church began, her Founder and
Foundation, and the law by which she is governed; the
Head of the church, the terms by which described, her
organization,  manner  of  worship,  her  terms  of
membership,  the  identity  of  her  members,  and  her
mission.

 The church Jesus built can be identified from the Bible, so 
it must be reproduced, for it is as unique as the Lord who 
bought it (Acts 20:28).

 Let's read our text again as we close... Heb. 12:22-29.
 Are you going to refuse Him who speaks?
 We know the church of Christ's choice, what's yours?



 Citing the Oxford World Christian Encyclopedia (1982): 
". . . a projected 22,190 by 1985 . . . The present net 
increase is 270 denominations each year (five new ones a 
week)." (pages 15-18).

 “As defined here, world Christianity consists of 6 major 
ecclesiastico-cultural blocs, divided into 300 major 
ecclesiastical traditions, composed of over 33,000 distinct 
denominations in 238 countries...” (World Christian 
Encyclopedia, 2001. Barrett et al, volume 1, page 16, Table 
1-5, emphasis added)

 At current rates of increase, there should be 260,000 
denominations in the next century... When you can get 72 
varieties of mustard in the supermarket, choice is accepted. 
There is no known counter force visible in our culture 
which would work against increased varieties in Christian 
approaches.  (“The Next One Thousand Years Of 
Christianity,” Kevin Kelly, emphasis added)

*Some other identifying terms:
 The "church of the first-born" (Heb.12:23)
 The "family" of God (Eph. 3:15)
 The "flock" of God (1 Pet. 5:2)
 The "fold" of Christ (Jn.10:16)
 The "general assembly" (Heb. 12:23)
 "God's building" (1 Cor. 3:9)
 "God's husbandry" (1 Cor. 3:9)
 "God's heritage" (1 Pet. 5:2)
 The "habitation of God" (Eph. 2:22)
 The "heavenly Jerusalem" (Gal.4:26)
 The "house" of Christ (Heb. 3:6)
 The "household of God" (Eph. 2:19)
 The "new Jerusalem" (Rev. 21:2)
 A "spiritual house" (1 Pet.2:5)


