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1 Timothy 1:18-20

• The conscience is misunderstood, abused, neglected & 
disregarded by many (cf. Jiminy Cricket, "let your 
conscience be your guide!").

• Acts 24:16 - Paul strove to always have a conscience 
without offense toward God & man.

• We must trive to have a clean conscience: Have a correct 
knowledge of what it is, how to cleanse, train & protect it.

The conscience is a function of the rational mind.
• Not CS Lewis' Law of Human Nature's "ought."
• Merriam-Webster: CONSCIENCE. 1 a : the sense or 

consciousness of the moral goodness or blameworthiness of
one's own conduct, intentions, or character together with a 
feeling of obligation to do right or be good.

• Influences and assesses the the way we live - Acts 23:1
• Cannot/does not establish God's authority or approval - cf. 

1 Tim. 1:12.
• The function of conscience: Rom. 2:15

(the Gentiles) “who show the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness, and between themselves their thoughts 
accusing or else excusing them” E.g. OK of not OK

• May cause guilt & shame when we sin - cf. Gen. 42:21 
(Joseph's brothers); Jn. 8:9 (accusers of adulterous woman)

• May warn when we think about what we believe to be 
wrong - cf. 1 Cor. 8:7
“However, there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with 
consciousness of the idol, until now eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their
conscience, being weak, is defiled.”

• May approve when we do what we believe to be right - 
Acts 26:9 “I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.”

Conscience operates based on knowledge - Rom. 7:7.
• It "bears witness" that a person has a knowledge of right 

and wrong – Rom. 9:1-2 (Paul's concern for Jewish 
brethren because of his knowledge of the Gospel); 2 Cor. 

1:12 (security in the knowledge of obedience)..
• Thus, the conscience must be educated accurately – 

Reliable only to the degree it agrees with the truth of God's 
word (cf. Saul of Tarsus).

A defiled conscience must be cleansed, then retrained.
• By the obedience of faith - 1 Pet. 1:22; 3:21.
• Possible only through the Blood of Christ - Heb. 9:14

“how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works 
to serve the living God?”

• Trained with knowledge of God's word - Phil. 1:9-11.
• Learn & live the commands of God - 1 Tim. 1:5

“Now the purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from a good 
conscience, and from sincere faith”

• By maturing in faith - 1 Tim. 1:19
“having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning 
the faith have suffered shipwreck”

• By serving God in love from a pure conscience - 2 Tim. 1:3
“I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as 
without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day”

The conscience needs to be defended and protected.
What corrupts the conscience?

• Doubt - Rom. 14:23.
◦ Be fully convinced in own mind - Rom. 14:5.
◦ Do not violate it! - 1 Cor. 8:7, 10, 12 (can sin agains 

brethren by wounding weak consciences!)
• Apathy - Jas. 4:17.
• False doctrine - 1 Tim. 4:1-2.
• Willful dishonorable living - Rom. 13:3-5.

Decision...
• Conscience can be: Filled with dead works (Heb. 9:14); 

evil (Heb. 10:22); defiled (Tit. 1:15); seared (1 Tim. 4:2); 
weak (1 Cor. 8:7); good (Acts 23:1); purged (Heb. 9:14); 
pure (2 Tim. 1:3); without offense (Acts 24:16).

• A good conscience operates in "full assurance of faith" - 
Heb. 10:22.


