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1 Corinthians 1:18-24

 Wisdom has been described as the skillful and prudent use 
of knowledge; the quality of having experience, 
knowledge, and good judgment; the quality of being wise; 
the ability to apply knowledge in an insightful way, 
especially to different situations from that in which the 
knowledge was gained.

 In other words, without wisdom we would be in an endless 
loop of ignorance and ineptitude!

 Only a fool would not want to be wise.

The Wise are Discerning Listeners
 Pro. 14:15-16 “The simple believes every word, But the 

prudent considers well his steps. A wise man fears and 
departs from evil, but a fool rages and is self-confident.”

 Mat. 7:15; 1 Jn 4:1 – To believe everything one hears is a 
foolish and dangerous habit to form.

 Lk. 8:18; Mk. 4:24 – Take heed how & what you hear.
 Acts 17:11 – Search the Scriptures!
 1 The. 5:21 “Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.

The Wise Don't Seek to Disbelieve
 Pro. 9:10-12 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding. For by me your days will be multiplied, And
years of life will be added to you. If you are wise, you are 
wise for yourself, And if you scoff, you will bear it alone."

 Psa. 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of  God; And the 
firmament shows His handiwork.”

 Psa. 139:14 “I will praise You, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my
soul knows very well.”

 The atheist denies the existence of God, but has faith that 
the universe all happened by chance.

 Psa. 14:1 “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there 
is none that doeth good.” Compare Rom. 1:18-32.

 Mat. 7:21-27 – Compare the wise with the fool.

The Wise Do Not Trust in Uncertain Riches
 1 Tim. 6:7, 10, 17 – A problem even among Christians.
 Mat. 19:23-24 – Riches compete with God for our loyalty 

(Col. 3:5; Mat. 6:24), but there are sure and certain riches! 
(Mat. 6:19-21).

 1 Jn. 2:16-17 “For all that is in the world—the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of 
the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing 
away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever.”

The Wise are Soul Winners
 Pro. 11:30 “The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and 

he that winneth souls is wise.”
 Mat. 16:26 – A soul, your soul, is worth more than the 

world! (Lk. 19:10.)
 Rom. 3:23; 6:23 – People are lost without Christ!
 Gal. 6:1; Jas. 5:19-20 – Including erring brethren!
 2 Cor. 5:10 – We must all appear before the judgment seat 

of Christ! 
 Rev 20:12  “And I saw the dead, small and great, standing 

before God, and books were opened. And another book was
opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books.”

Decision...
 Are you ready to stand before the judgment seat of Christ? 
 Are you a Christian?
 Where are the wise? They are those who are faithful and 

obedient to the Lord Jesus Christ.


