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Psalm 119:126-128

 Hate is often defined too narrowly, leading to 
misunderstanding and misapplication.

 We are told we should never hate anyone or anything.
 We are told that love and hate are mutually exclusive.
 Understanding love requires understanding hate.

W.E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, 
three senses of hate:
1.  Malicious and unjustifiable feelings toward others, whether 
towards the innocent or by mutual animosity.
1 Jn. 3:15  “Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye 
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.”  Cf. 1 Jn. 
4:20
2.  Of a right feeling of aversion from what is evil; said of 
wrongdoing.

 Rom 7:15  “For that which I do I allow not: for what I 
would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.”

 Jude 23  “And others save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.”

3.  Relative preference for one thing over another.
 Lk. 14:26  “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, 

and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my 
disciple.”

“God is love” (1 John 4:8), but He hates without malice
 Opposition to, antagonistic against evil.
 Idolatry (Jer. 44:2-5); we must hate it too (Col. 3:5; 1 Cor. 

10:14)
 Seven things God hates – Pro. 6:16-19
 God “hated Esau,” in that He preferred Jacob (Rom. 9:13; 

Mal. 1:2-3)
 Psa. 5:5  – He hates all workers of iniquity.
 Psa. 11:5  – He tests the righteous, but hates the violent.
 Nonetheless, “But God demonstrates His own love toward 

us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
Rom. 5:8

 It is necessary to God's loving character for Him to hate 
what is contradictory to to His love.

The faithful should hate evil, but without malice
 Psa. 119:104 “Through Your precepts I get understanding; 

Therefore I hate every false way. ”
 Pro. 8:13  “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and 

arrogance and the evil way And the perverse mouth I hate.”
 Rev. 2:6  “But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the 

Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”
 We hate sin because it offends God (Psa. 51:4; Gen. 39:9) 

and separates us from Him (Isa. 59:1-2).
 Because it is degrading and dehumanizing – Lk. 15:15-16 

The fall of the prodigal.

Hate often means loving something/someone less
 μισέω Strong: to detest; by extension to love less.
 Lk. 14:26 – Faithful discipleship calls for hate, even of our 

own lives; to love  Christ “more” than family– Mat. 10:37.
 If it is a matter of obeying Christ or pleasing family, we 

must prefer Jesus’ service over theirs.
 They must prefer pleasing God pleasing themselves – John 

12:25 “He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates 
his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.”

 Putting Christ second leads to disobedience – Jn. 14:23-24 
“If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father
will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 
home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep 
My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but 
the Father's who sent Me.”

Decision...
 Hate is never justified by malice, but only for the love of 

God and for the love of the lost.
 We should love Christ and the truth, and hate, be 

antagonistic toward, error and evil.


