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1 Chronicles 28:20

Jos_1:9  Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be 
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go." 
1Ch_28:20  And David said to his son Solomon, "Be strong and of good courage, 
and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for the LORD God—my God—will be with 
you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for
the service of the house of the LORD. 

Mar_15:43  Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself 
waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate and
asked for the body of Jesus. 

Act_28:15  And from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet
us as far as Appii Forum and Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God 
and took courage. 

 Many people can muster up physical courage under 
stressful situations than under normal circumstances.

 Why risk bodily harm to save someone’s life, but be 
unwilling to risk ridicule to save someone's soul?

 Spiritual courage is rarer than physical courage, but it is 
more important!

 How did Enoch walk with God (Gen. 5:22-24) when humanity was 
degenerating to the point, within a few generations, “that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” 
(Gen. 6:5)?

 How did Noah find the courage to resist the world of his day and find 
grace in the eyes of the Lord (Gen. 6:8)?

 Ether did not choose her captivity as a Jew, or her role as queen, but 
when her people were threatened by one of the most powerful men in 
Ahasuerus' kingdom, she went to the king in a manner that was likely 
to get her killed, but rose to the occasion (Est.4:14).

Spiritual courage often requires physical courage.
 True commitment to the Lord sometimes comes with 

physical dangers. Cf. Heb. 11:32-38.
 Rev. 12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the 

Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not 
love their lives to the death.”

 Peter, physically courageous, but weak spiritually. Cf. Mat. 
26:33-35; Jn. 18:10.
◦ Denied the Lord three times - Jn. 18:15-18, 25-27.
◦ Later, lacked courage in eating with Gentiles - Gal. 

2:11-14.
 Paul –  Acts 20:22-24; Acts 21:10-14 – no fear to go to 

Jerusalem, not even of death.
 Satan knows what we fear:  Embarrassment, being 

“labeled,” unfriendliness, loss of social favor - out of the 
"in" group, rejection/hostility.

 One of the worst – fear of being seen as a servant 
(especially of Christ).

 If we confess Christ only when little is at stake, does it add 
up to commitment?
◦ Lk. 12:8-9 “"Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him 

the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God. But he who 
denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.”

◦ Mk. 8:(31-37)38 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man also will be 
ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

Must believe in the triumph of Christ over evil (Heb. 11-12).
 Only through Christ can we “do all things” (Phil. 4:13).
 2 Tim. 1:7 “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love 

and of a sound mind.”
 1 Jn. 4:18  “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear

involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”

 What about Moses, Esther, and later, the apostle Paul, who 
risked their lives rather than hide behind the positions that 
they held?
◦ Their faith that saw beyond the present (Heb. 11:1).
◦ Their faith was in God (Heb. 11:6), and not in men.

Decision:
 1 Jn. 5:4 “For whatever is born of God overcomes the 

world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world
—our faith.”

 Rom. 8:31 “What then shall we say to these things? If God 
is for us, who can be against us?”

 Rom. 8:37 “Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him who loved us.”


