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From “Faith for Life” 7 Reasons We’re Losing Our Children and How to Save Them.
Text: Psalm 78:1-8
 An inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God is the best inheritance for our children. Cf. 1 Pet. 1:3-5.
 Our children will receive no inheritance in the kingdom if they are influenced more by the world than
they are by godly parents and other Christians.
I.

Lack of Knowledge - too much inherited religion without knowing why.
1 Pet. 3:15-16 "But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good
conscience, that when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may
be ashamed."




Must be taught to “give an answer” - Bible gives sensible, respectable answers, but must know them and
not unconvicted repetitions. People sense insincerity!
False information comes from many sources, too many of which are critical of the Bible - peers, TV,
movies, books, Internet, (?) parents... can be deadly to mind, spirit, body.
Lack of knowledge allows doubt to grow unhindered - e.g., Hos. 4:6 .
A
Lack of Preparation for Combat. Eph. 6:13ff. Parents, can you find your armor? Do you
know what it is? Do you wear it in front of your children? 2 Tim. 2:3-4 Endure hardship...
▪ Kids in hostile fields daily, many with no defense.
▪ Do we view life as a cruise ship or a battleship? Which view encouraged preparedness?
▪ Tension is between God and no god, belief and unbelief.
▪ Home and family needs to be a sanctuary, where faith is nurtured and not attacked.
Eph. 6:1-4 "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "HONOR YOUR FATHER AND
MOTHER," which is the first commandment with promise: "THAT IT MAY BE WELL WITH YOU
AND YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH." And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to
wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord."
B.
Lack of Protection of Hearts and Minds. Prov. 4:23 "Keep your heart with all diligence, For
out of it spring the issues of life. "
Mat. 22:37-40 "Mat 22:37 Jesus said to him, 'YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH
ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.' This is the first and
great commandment. And the second is like it: 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS
YOURSELF.' On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."
▪ Most would say they love God with heart and soul, but with mind?
▪ If love God with mind, what do we put into our minds? TV, movies, Internet, video games,
magazines, textbooks? Lk. 6:45; Psa. 101:3 "I will set nothing wicked before my eyes; I hate
the work of those who fall away; It shall not cling to me." Psa 101:7 “He who works deceit
shall not dwell within my house; He who tells lies shall not continue in my presence."
▪ No schools, public, private, or at home, are immune.

II.





Lack of A Pattern for Training in the Lord - De. 6:4-9
Does spiritual training only take place in the church building? If so, is it being undone at home?
Prov. 22:6 - “Train up” train means control, like a bit controls a horse.
God gave children for a short time - we must give them back to Him!
Home must be a place of faith and honesty if Biblical training is to be effective.
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III.









Lack of Proper Teaching - Isa. 59:2 "your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins
have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear"; 1 Jn. 5:3; Jn. 14:23-24 "Jesus answered and
said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will
come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the
word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me."
Do we paint a full or a censored view of God, e.g., all grace and no justice; all love and no anger?
Desiring to be a friend rather than a parent is not helpful.
Kids who neither respect nor fear parents will neither respect nor fear God. Thus, parents must do all
that we can to preserve our integrity and trust in the eyes of our children.
Goal of every Christian parent should be to see that their children's names are in Christ's Book of Life that they become Christians
◦ Some may become Christians in spite of us. For this we may thank God.
◦ May it be that they become Christians because of us! For this we must pray.
A.
Conflicting or Misplaced Priorities - Mat. 6:24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon." 6:33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you."
▪ A heavenly home, or a haven on earth? Col. 3:5.
▪ Must show kids what our priorities are in our lives.
B.
Apathy - Mat. 28:19, “Go...”
Too much comfort in the pews, discouragement, lack of confidence, fear...
Must be seen doing the work of the Lord. Lk. 17:5 "And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our
faith."
2 Tim. 2:15 "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth."
Eph. 6:4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and
admonition of the Lord. παιδεια Thayer: 1) the whole training and education of children (which relates
to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employs for this purpose now commands and admonitions,
now reproof and punishment) It also includes the training and care of the body.
νουθεσια Thayer: 1) admonition, exhortation.
Col. 3:21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. VWS (ἐρεθιζετε)
Only here and 2 Cor. 9:2, where it is used of stirring up to good works.

Decision:
 How can we save our children?
 Fill them with knowledge.
 Prepare them for combat.
 Protect their hearts and minds - Christian homes should be a safe haven.
 Train in nurture and admonition of the Lord.
 Teach a proper portrait of God.
 Model proper priorities of life.
 Get active! Make children “crave” heaven!
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