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Psalm 17:4-9

 Was the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil an apple?
 Probably not, but it really does not matter.
 Apples are eye pleasers!
 Apples are healthy, nutritious, and tasty!
 Apples boost brain power and may reduce the risk of 

Alzheimer's disease and some other dementias.
 But they probably don't make one wise.
 Apples always appear favorably in the Bible, and serve as 

good metaphors for teaching important principles.

Universally Nutritious Fruit!
 Pro. 25:11 “A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold In 

settings of silver.”
 Gal. 5:19-23 – compare how many works of the flesh and 

how the fruit of the Spirit relate to interaction with other 
people...

 Several of the works of the flesh… Every bit of the fruit of 
the Spirit!
From “The Inviting Church,” (Oswald) 1987 p. 44:

 2% by Advertisement
 6% by the Pastoral Invitation
 6% by organized evangelism campaign
 86% by friends or relatives

Other informative statistics:
 Only 2% of church people invite an unchurched person 

(Thom Ranier, 2003)
 40% who joined first came because a friend invited 

(Martha G. Reese, Unbinding the Gospel).
 We’ve asked more than 50,000 people over the last 10 

years why they came to church, and between 75 and 90 
percent of respondents say, “I began attending because 
someone invited me.” (Ranier)

The “Core” Principle
 The 90% 10% rule – 90% of the work is done by 10% of 

the people.
 Pro. 7:1-3  “My son, keep my words, And treasure my 

commands within you. Keep my commands and live, And 
my law as the apple of your eye. Bind them on your 
fingers; Write them on the tablet of your heart.”

 The HEART: Repository of the Seed (Lk. 8:11)
 The faithful few – the honest and good hearts, without 

which spiritual reproduction could not occur! (Lk. 8:15).

The Apple of God's Eye
 Zec. 2:8  “For thus says the LORD of hosts: "He sent Me 

after glory, to the nations which plunder you; for he who 
touches you touches the apple of His eye.” (Cf. Psa. 135:4 
“For the LORD has chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for 
His special treasure.”).

 Israel was a type/shadow for the church of Christ.
 Tit. 2:14  “...who gave Himself for us, that He might 

redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself 
His own special people, zealous for good works.”

 1 Pet. 2:9  “But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out 
of darkness into His marvelous light”

Decision...
 Every faithful Christian wants the Lord's kingdom to grow 

and be strong.
 Faithfulness to Christ requires that we each, personally, add

our talents to our efforts of benevolence, edification, and 
evangelism.

 When was the last time you invited someone to services? 
When will be the next time? Don't give up!

 The church is the apple of God's eye – Christ wants us, the 
world needs us, and we need each other.

 Are you “all in”?


