
The Problems With Pride
Proverbs 16:16-20

 Pride: "the character of one who, with a swollen estimate of
his own powers or merits, looks down on others and even 
treats them with insolence (rudeness, disrespect) and 
contempt" (Thayer).

 Humility is a divinely desired attribute – Num. 12:3  “Now 
the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which 
were upon the face of the earth.”

 Phil. 2:5-8 – Jesus was the most humble man who ever 
lived.

 Mat. 18:1-4 – Disciples must be humble in heart and life.
 1 Jn. 2:16 – Pride is worldly, trusting in self and the flesh.

PRIDE IS DEGRADING AND DEFILING – Mk. 7:21-23.
 Pride is the way of the world – 1 Jn. 2:15-16.
 Embraces a form of godliness, but denies/rejects the power 

of godliness due to its self-love – 2 Tim. 3:1-5
 Motivated by lust for attention and acclaim, yet proud 

people are miserable and make everyone else miserable.
 Develops in a heart that has become evil – Mk. 7:21-23.

◦ Grows in an evil heart of unbelief which departs from 
God – cf. Heb. 3:12.

 Pride Produces:
◦ Pro. 13:10; 11:2 “When pride cometh, then cometh 

shame: but with the lowly is wisdom.”
◦ Mean spirited criticism intended to degrade and not 

edify – Pro. 14:3.

PRIDE IS DECEPTIVE – Gal. 6:3.
 Pride is haughty & mistreats others – Pro. 6:17 "A proud 

look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood"
 Uses a false standard to judge self and others – Mat. 7:1-5.
 Condescending, arrogant treatment of others – cf. Rom. 

1:30 "Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents"; 12:16 " Be
of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things,

but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your 
own conceits." (self-pride).

 Exalts man above God – Job 38:1-4.
 Deceives by leading us to trust in personal knowledge 

instead of loving and being known by God – 1 Cor. 8:1-3.

PRIDE IS DESTRUCTIVE – Pro. 16:18 "Pride goeth before 
destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall. "; 18:12 
"Before destruction the heart of man is haughty, and before 
honour is humility. "

 Improper View of Self – Jer. 10:23.
 Improper View of Others – cf. Lk. 18:9- 14. .V. 9 "Luk 18:9

And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and despised others"

 Destroys Respect for Christ and His Word – 1 Tim. 6:3-5.
◦ Rom 3:3-4  “For what if some did not believe? shall 

their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 
God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; 
as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy 
sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.”

 Pride fears truth and accepts the lies that generate self- 
importance – 1 Tim. 6:3 (proud: "superior, lifted up", lifted 
up with haughtiness).

Decision:
 The proud trust the imaginations (dispositions) of their 

hearts, but God scatters them (lays waste) – Lk. 1:51 
(Mary's song) (Pro. 15:25).

 God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble – 1 
Pet. 5:5-7 (Jas. 4:6).

 Pride refuses to submit to men and God where humble 
submissiveness is required and beneficial – 1 Pet. 5:5.

 Only by humbling ourselves to God will He lift us up – 1 
Pet. 5:6 (Lk. 18:14).

 Even refusing to cast our care (anxiety) on the Lord is 
evidence of pride in our hearts! 1 Pet. 5:7

 You will obtain grace from God when you humble yourself 
to Him and obey His gospel of salvation – Isa. 57:15.


