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Ephesians 6:1-4

 Ephesians 6:1-2 says as much about parents as it does 
children.

 Children are commanded to obey, implying parental 
responsibility for conduct that a child can learn from, and 
learn to honor and respect.

Fathers Must Model Obedience and Respect
 Eph. 6:1 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 

is right.” Cf. Col. 3:20 “Children, obey your parents in all 
things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.”

 Eph. 6:2 “honor” = to respect; to value; “the first 
commandment with promise” – Exo. 20:12.

 The slide into error includes dishonoring parents – Rom. 
1:30; 2 Tim. 3:2.

 Fatherhood is a stewardship, and “it is required in stewards 
that a man be found faithful” (1 Cor. 4:2).

 Good fathers will strive to be faithful Christians and godly 
husbands (Cf. Eph. 5:25-33).

Fathers Must Train Their Children
 1 The. 2:11  “as you know how we exhorted, and 

comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father does 
his own children”

 Eph.6:4 “ And, you, fathers, do not provoke your children 
to wrath...”  Cf. Col. 3:21 “Fathers, do not provoke your 
children, lest they become discouraged.”
◦ Wrath –  to rouse to wrath, to provoke, exasperate, 

anger. HOW? BY THE ABSENCE OF TRAINING 
AND ADMONITION!  παροργίζετε  Lit. anger along 
side.

◦ Training (nurture-KJV) –  the whole training and 
education of children (cultivation of mind and 
morals...).

◦ Admonition – rebuke; warn (cf. 1 Cor. 10:11; Tit. 3:10).
◦ Pro. 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go: and

when he is old, he will not depart from it.”
 Like Abraham – Gen. 18:19 who would “command his 

children and his household after him”  Compare to Eli (1 
Sam. 3:13).

Fathers Must Set Good Examples
• Eph. 5:23 – In leading the home in word and deed. Cf. Co,. 

3:17ff.
• Eph. 5:25 – In service and worship – Must be 

knowledgeable of Christ's love for His church and model 
the same in his love for his wife.

• 1 Tim. 5:18 – Bearing primary responsibility for providing 
for their households.

• If one who does not provide physical care for his family is 
worse than an unbeliever, what about the one who does not 
provide spiritual care his family?

• Fathers are accountable for the headship and leadership of 
their families – Genesis 3:9; Rom. 5:12.

Decision...
 Fatherhood and faith go together.
 Fathers have been blessed by God to have been given the 

position of leadership in the family and must account for it.
 Fathers have the potential to influence generations to come;

even long after they are gone.
 Fathers play a vital and irreplaceable role in God's plan for 

the family.
 Regardless of your family role, it is best fulfilled as a 

Christian.  Why not now?


