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Ephesians 6:1-4

• “Commitment” is the bedrock of all relationships; 
emphasized in this epistle.

• It means accepting the risk of deep involvement.
• Lk. 10:41-42 – Like Martha, when we get spread too thin, 

we commit too little.
• Then, since we put so little into even important things, we 

get little out.
• Commitment and joy of life are partners – an area where 

godly fathers can make a vast and great difference in the 
lives of their children!

In Marriage
• Children are to obey their parents “in the Lord,” thus 

fathers must bring up their children in the training and 
admonition of the Lord!

• In marriage, commitment is commanded and needed – Eph.
5:22ff; Mat. 19:4-6.

• We often spend little time nurturing our marriage 
relationships, becoming deeply and intimately involved 
with our spouses, consequently, we do not teach our 
children what we do not do.

• Whenever commitment is low, family relationships do not 
fulfill our expectations.

• Yet, commitment is something that can be taught, modeled,
and learned (cf. Eph. 5:25; Tit. 2:1-8).

Involvement In the Life and Work of the Church
• Here also, commitment is both commanded and needed – 1 

Jn. 5:1-2.
• Some do only what is convenient, or participate only in the 

work that suits them.
• Too often, we criticize what “others” do, or don’t do, and 

exempt ourselves – that is hypocrisy!
• Whenever commitment is low, we receive little benefit 

from our relationship to the church.
• Compare Eph. 6:4 – παροργίζω (Strong) to anger alongside,

that is, enrage: - anger, provoke to wrath.
• We are to “abound” in the Lord’s work (1 Cor. 15:58), not 

complain about it.

Devotion to Christ, His Church, His Mission
• The Lord deserves the deepest commitment of all – Heb. 

2:1-4.
• We need to invest more of ourselves in our daily 

relationship to the Lord – Lk. 9:23-26!
• We should pray regularly, study the Scriptures consistently, 

and practice pure and undefiled religion before God (Jas. 
1:27).

• Is it true that the only time your children hear you pray is 
when you are asked to lead the assembly in prayer?

• We need to be dedicated to our “first love” (Rev. 2:4-5), 
and not lose the “excellence of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus” (Php. 3:8).

Decision
• Do we demonstrate a deep care and commitment to God – 

2 Tim. 1:12 “For this reason I also suffer these things; 
nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have 
believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I 
have committed to Him until that Day.”

• Are we committed to worship and service, or to doing no 
more than we think we have to do? Lk. 17:10 “So likewise 
you, when you have done all those things which you are 
commanded, say, 'We are unprofitable servants. We have 
done what was our duty to do.' "”

• These things will “cost” us, but we will be the richer for 
our investment - 2 Cor. 9:6. Cf. Pro. 11:24,25; Mk. 10:29-
31.

• We will pass on to our children something they can keep 
into eternity.



Orphans of the Living

We think of orphans only as the little girls and lads,
Who haven't any mothers and who haven't any dads.
They are grouped with other children and in groups they're put to 
bed.
With some stranger paid to listen while their little prayers are said.

All the grownups look with pity on such lonely children small,
And declare to be an orphan is the saddest fate of all.
But sometimes I look about me and with sorrow hang my head
As I gaze on something sadder than the orphans of the dead.

For more pitiful and tragic as the long days come and go,
Are the orphans of the parents they're not allowed to know.
They're the orphans of the living, left alone to romp and play,
From their fathers and their mothers by ambition shut away.

They have fathers who are busy and so weighted down with cares,
That they haven't time to listen to a little child's affairs.
They have mothers who imagine, life could give them, if it would
Something richer, something better than the joys of motherhood.

So their children learn from strangers, and by strangers' hands are 
fed,
And the nurse, for so much money, nightly tucks them into bed.
Lord, I would not grow so busy that I cannot drop my task,
To answer every question which that child of mine may ask.

Let me never serve ambition here so selfishly, I pray,
That I cannot stop to listen to the things my children say.
For whatever cares beset them, let them know I'm standing by.
I don't want to make them orphans till the day I come to die.

~Edgar A. Guest


