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2 Thessalonians 2:8-12

Definition of DELUSION
1 : the act of deluding : the state of being deluded
2 a : something that is falsely or delusively believed or propagated
b : a persistent false psychotic belief regarding the self or persons or objects 
outside the self that is maintained despite indisputable evidence to the contrary; 
also : the abnormal state marked by such beliefs.

 No one likes to admit they have been deluded.
 Lk. 15:11-32 – The prodigal thought he would be better off 

away from his father, his brother, and his responsibilities.
 He “came to himself” (v. 17) when he accepted that he had 

been deluded.
 What makes delusion so desirable?

A Dual Standard of Judgment – Self and Others
 Mat. 7:3-5 – results in our not facing our own problems, or 

our own sins.
 1 Jn. 1:5-10 – Freedom from sin comes from admitting and 

confessing sin – not ignoring, hiding, or renaming it!
 Lk. 15:17-19 – The repentant son accepted his father's 

standards!
 Jn. 7:24 – Righteous judgment includes how we assess 

ourselves spiritually.

Faulty Comparisons
 2 Cor. 10:12 “For we dare not class ourselves or compare 

ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, 
measuring themselves by themselves, and comparing 
themselves among themselves, are not wise.”

 Lk. 18:11 – Like the self-righteous Pharisee.
 1 Cor. 6:9-11 – the unrighteous will NOT inherit the 

kingdom of God... Only those who are washed, sanctified, 
and justified!

Self Adulation
 Mat. 23:1-12 – Scribes and Pharisees were masters at 

hypocrisy!

 Mat. 11:29 – Jesus is gentle (meek) and lowly in heart.
 1 Tim. 1:15-16 – Paul was effective because he was 

humble.
 We must be the same – Rom. 12:3 “For I say, through the 

grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of 
faith.”

 1 Pet. 5:5-7 (v. 5) “Likewise you younger people, submit 
yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to 
one another, and be clothed with humility, for "GOD 
RESISTS THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE 
HUMBLE.”

Falling for Rebranded Sins
 Ecc. 1:9-11 – The phrase, “the new normal” was worn out 

millennia ago.
 Isa. 5:20-21 “Woe to those who call evil good, and good 

evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; 
Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to those
who are wise in their own eyes, And prudent in their own 
sight!”

 2 Tim. 4:3-4 – Can be an attractive pit-fall even for 
Christians.

Decision...
 Delusion may be the most popular belief system in the 

world.
 We embrace delusion when embrace what we want to hear 

rather than what we need to hear.
 Their delusion then becomes their truth.
 Jn. 1:17 & 14:6 – Jesus brought the truth and Jesus is the 

truth.
 Rom 2:8 – Failing to obey the truth invites indignation, 

wrath, tribulation and anguish.
 Gal. 3:1 – Will you obey the truth today?



Excerpted from a prayer by Joe Wright, delivered before the
Kansas House, 1996...

 We confess that we have ridiculed the absolute truth of 
your Word and called it moral pluralism.

 We have worshipped other gods and called it multi-
culturalism.

 We have endorsed perversion and called it an alternative 
lifestyle.

 We have exploited the poor and called it the lottery.
 We have neglected the needy and called it self-preservation.
 We have rewarded laziness and called it welfare.
 We have killed our unborn and called it choice.
 We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable.
 We have neglected to discipline our children and called it 

building esteem.
 We have abused power and called it political savvy.
 We have coveted our neighbors' possessions and called it 

ambition.
 We have polluted the air with profanity and pornography 

and called it freedom of expression.
 We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our fore-

fathers and called it enlightenment.

Reportedly, one representative walked out of the House in protest,
three others gave speeches critical of Wright's prayer, and another

blasted Wright's "message of intolerance."

What makes delusion desirable?
 When we hold others to a standard that we will not hold 

ourselves to.
 When we are critical of others to make ourselves look 

good.
 When we hypocritically make ourselves appear better than 

we are.
 When we won't see sin for what it really is.

Examples show the effectiveness of rebranding:

• High-fructose corn syrup got a bad rep, so rebranded to 
“fructose” or “corn sugar” and is now doing much better.

• Harley Davidson almost went bankrupt in 1985 but soared 
after rebranding.

• Apple was close to bankruptcy in 1997, but 15 years later, 
stock prices have gone from $6 to $350 and the company is
stronger than ever. 

• McDonalds successfully rebranded from “supersize me” to 
serve me what I want.  Remains number one at double the 
sales of its closest competitor (Starbucks).

• Wal-Mart threw out its "Always Low Prices," tagline in 
2007 and replaced it with "Save Money. Live Better." 
Doing so put a positive spin on the company's reputation.


