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Jonah 3:5-10

The book of Jonah is a record of a man, a city, a mission, and a 
God — four main elements that are often overshadowed by the 
great fish.

1. Jonah – The reluctant prophet.
2. Nineveh – The wicked city.
3. The Mission – To bring about great change.
4. God – The loving, patient Father.
 Not the great fish, but the change of heart of, and 

subsequently the condition of, an entire city!
 What brought about this great change?
 Change may be challenging, but it can happen – it needs to 

happen!

Don’t Try To Evade Responsibility Or Duty (Jonah 1:1-3)
 It is not always easy to be the messenger of God’s word. 

See Lk. 13:9-13.
 It was evidently not easy for Jonah to go to  Nineveh and 

cry out against its wickedness!
 It seems he was willing to risk his relationship with God 

and his work as a prophet!
 Jonah had no love for Ninevah – Jon. 4:1-3

Be Confident With What God Provides (Matthew 12:38-41)
 The proof for Jonah was his experience with the fish...it 

was enough.  (Jn. 20:30-31).
 The death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ 

is greater proof than that of Jonah for all of us today!
 “...and behold, a greater than Jonas is here.”

Preach The Word Of God (Jonah 3:2)
 The power to transform lives from sinners into saints is in 

the gospel.
 Our mission is greater than that of Jonah – Mat. 28:19-20; 

Mk. 16:15-16; Lk. 24:47.

 Teach all nations! Preach the gospel! Among all nations!
 Rom. 1:16; 1 Pet. 4:11; 2 Tim. 4:1-4.

Don’t Be Afraid Of A Confrontational Message (Jonah 3:4, 9)
 There are needs for reproving and rebuking as well as 

exhorting (2 Tim. 4:2; Tit. 2:15).
 Yet, we must speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15), speak 

always with grace (Col. 4:5-6), be gentle to all (2 Tim. 
2:24), and be compassionate and assertive (Jude 22-23).

 The gospel is confrontational to everyone!

Appreciate The Urgency Of The Lord's Work (Jonah 3:2-4)
 “Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming 

the time” (Col. 4:5).
 “Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh 

harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look
on the fields; for they are white already to harvest” (Jn. 
4:35).

 “Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but
the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest”
(Lk. 10:2).

 The parable of the Great Supper (Lk. 14:15-24)
 “...compel them to come in that My house may be filled” 

(v. 23).

Decision...
 The responsibility of Jonah was preach to a wicked city – 

ours is to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world 
(Mat. 5:13-16).

 The need for Nineveh was to repent – God commands “all 
men every where to repent”  (Acts 17:30). 

 The responsibility of judgment is God's – Acts 17:31.
 Change may be challenging, but it can happen!


