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Acts 3:1-10

 The church does not exist in isolation – Mat. 5:13-16.
 Disciples remain “in the world” (Jn. 17:15), but apart from 

the world of sin.
 Disciples seek to do good unto all men, but especially to 

those of the household of faith – Gal. 6:10.
 Disciples must keep on doing good until they are taken out 

of the world & never forget Acts 20:35.

An Opportunity at the “Gate Called Beautiful”
 Solomon's porch was East of the court of women.
 Josephus – See description of the temple in “Wars of the 

Jews,” Book 5, chapter 5.
 The beggar was an actual historical person, but he 

represents people in spiritual/physical need – cf. Mat. 
26:11; 1 Jn. 3:17.

 Peter and John were alert for an opportunity to do good.
 Cf. Rev. 3:8, Lit.V., I have given a door being opened 

before you.
 All opportunities are given of God, thus Gal. 6:10.
 Peter's & John's opportunity came at the hour of prayer – a 

coincidence or a hint to teach us something?

“Look at us”
 Mat. 5:13-16 – glorify our Father in heaven.
 Gal. 2:10 – As representatives of Christ.
 Gal. 6:10 – A readiness and a willingness to do service.
 Col. 3:23-24 – do whatever we do as if to the Lord.
 Tit. 3:1-2 – be ready to every good work.
 Mat. 25:31-46 – what we do to the least of these, we do to 

Christ.

“What I do have, I give you”
 Some things are worth than money & some things cannot 

be purchased.

◦ Health & desire/ability to serve others.
◦ Hope – to be a giver rather than a beggar.
◦ Faith – in Christ, himself, and his fellow men.
◦ Love – compare 1 Cor. 13:1-3.

 The church gives such as it has – Cf. Acts 6:1-4.
◦ Mk. 14:8 – Did what she could.
◦ Acts 9:36 – Full of good works and almsdeeds.

 The church must be supportive, like the household of 
Stephanus – 1 Cor. 16:15-16.

 Individual Christians should serve with such as they have – 
cf. 1 Tim. 5:10; Acts 9:36, 39; 2 Cor. 8:12; Mat. 25:15.

 (Limited commission) Mat. 10:8  “Heal the sick, cleanse 
the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have 
received, freely give.”

 2 Cor. 8:1-5 – Thankful people are the best givers!

Well Used Opportunities Produce Results
 An immediate benefit to the those served – Acts 3:7-8.
 An influenced multitude – Acts 3:9-10.
 Mat. 5:44 “But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those 

who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for
those who spitefully use you and persecute you”

 Rom. 12:20-21 “Therefore "IF YOUR ENEMY IS 
HUNGRY, FEED HIM; IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A 
DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP COALS 
OF FIRE ON HIS HEAD." Do not be overcome by evil, 
but overcome evil with good.”

Decision...
 Great good can be done if we are thankful for what we 

have, and learn to serve with it.
 Rem. the Good Samaritan...
 Not memorialized because of his wealth, brilliance, or 

charisma.
 But because he was good, and did what he could with what 

he had when he had an opportunity.


