
Subj: Alcohol 050219AM
Text: Prov. 20:1; 23:29-32 – Eph. 5:15-21
Meth: Textual
Titl: Wine is a Mocker
G.Pp: Warn/Instruct
S.Pp: Point out the physical and spiritual dangers in partaking of alcoholic drink.
Thesis Sentence:  Consumption of fermented drink is condemned by the Old and New Testaments.

Introduction:
A. The common use of alcohol and other drugs is a serious problem in our world.
B. The problem exists inside, as well as outside, the Lord’s church.
C. The cost — to society, to the church, and to the individual — is staggering.

1. Money spent on health care for alcoholics and drug addicts.
2. Money spent on law enforcement, imprisonment, and rehabilitation of offenders.
3. Time and efficiency lost by employers.
4. Good reputations and productive careers wrecked.
5. Sexual permissiveness encouraged.
6. Mental problems.
7. Murder, theft, and other serious crimes increased.
8. Wives battered, children abused.
9. Homes broken by divorce.
10. Thousands killed and maimed in auto accidents.
11. Suicides.

E. Some important questions which need to be asked: 
(1) What is God’s will?  Col. 3:17; Eph. 5:17 “Act like people with good sense and not 

like fools.” (CEV)
(2) Is it more associated with good, or with evil? Hb. 5:14.
(3) It is associated with which work of the flesh or fruit of the Spirit? (Gal. 5:19-23)
(4) Is it a stumbling block before any of my brethren? (Rom. 14:21)
(5) Can it be done to the glory of God? (1 Cor. 10:31)

I. The Bible condemns intoxication, which must be understood in matters of degree, e.g., a person 
does not have to be insensible to be intoxicated.  Authorities recognize that in establishing blood 
alcohol levels for drivers (.08 is less than one bottle of beer). 
A. Although “drunkenness” means intoxication to the point of any impairment of physical 

and mental faculties, there are many O.T. prohibitions of partaking of, or providing 
fermented spirits in any quantity
1. Lev. 10:8-11- re: priests - so they could tell right from wrong & teach Israel the 

same.  Drinkers have a judgment problem & are unfit teachers.
2. Deut. 21:20-21 - children who are drunkards - a capital crime in the OT.
3. Prov. 23:20 - don't associate with drinkers and partiers.
4. Prov. 23:29-35 - the damage is progressive, every addict began with one 

supposedly innocent drink.
5. Prov. 31:4-5 - no leaders of God's people were to drink intoxicating drink in any 

quantity.
6. Isa. 28:7 - cause of people erring and stumbling in judgment.
7. Hab. 2:15-16 - providing alcoholic drink for others is condemned.
8. The Nazarites were forbidden to drink wine. "He shall separate himself from 

wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine. . . " Num. 6:3. 
Samson, the strongest man that ever lived, did not drink wine.

9. The Rechabites were total abstainers. " . . . Rechab our father commanded us, 
saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever." Jer. 35:6.
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10. Daniel refused to drink. "But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not 
defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he 
drank . . . " Dan. 1:8.

11. John the Baptist was a total abstainer. "For he shall be great in the sight of the 
Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink . . . " Luke 1:15.

12. So was the Lord, of whom John said, "There cometh one mightier than I after 
me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose" (Mk.
1:7).

B. Characteristics of intoxication, whether induced by alcohol or drugs.  (From Dr. W. 
P. McElwain, “Drugs,” Searching the Scriptures, April 1970, pp.60-61.)
1. Irrational behavior - Gen. 9:21 Noah “he...was drunk, and became uncovered in 

his tent.”  Noah cursed Ham (vv. 24-25), but Ham could have been spared his 
father's wrath if his father had remained sober.

2. Impaired consciousness - Gen. 19:33-35 Lot's daughters - “he did not know 
when she lay down or when she arose.”

3. Inappropriate speech - Prov. 23:33: “your heart will utter perverse things.”
4. Hallucinations - Prov. 23:33: “your eyes will see strange things.”
5. Inability to reason - Prov. 31:4-5: Pro 31:4-5  “It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is 

not for kings to drink wine; nor for princes strong drink: Lest they drink, and 
forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the afflicted..” Cf. Lev. 
10:8-11 not for priests - all Christians are priests (Rev. 1:6; 5:10), the church is a 
“holy priesthood” (1 Pet. 2:5).

C. The New Testament continues the condemnation of partaking of strong drink
1. 1 Cor. 6:9-11 - drunkards are among those who will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.
2. Rom. 13:13-14 - 13  "Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and 

drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  But put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts."

3. 1 Cor. 5:11 - "But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone 
named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a 
reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; not even to eat with such a person."

4. Gal. 5:19-21 - drunkenness and revelries are works of the flesh.  Revelries 
= komos, refers to lowered inhibitions (as if letting loose) which occur readily 
under the influence of alcohol and other drugs.  This is why many people choose 
to drink socially.

5. Eph. 5:18-21 - drunk = methusko, which means to be intoxicated at any degree, 
which is entirely unfitting for a Christian.  Cf. 1 Pet. 4:1-5.
Lasciviousness -- α?σε?λγεια Thayer: 1) unbridled lust, excess, licentiousness, 

lasciviousness, wantonness, outrageousness, shamelessness, insolence
Lusts -- ε?πιθυμι?α Thayer: 1) desire, craving, longing, desire for what is 

forbidden, lust
Excess of wine -- οι?νοφλυγι?α Strong: an overflow (or surplus) of wine, that is, 

vinolency (drunkenness): - excess of wine.
Revellings (komois). VWS: Old word (from keimai, to lie down), rioting 

drinking parties, in N.T. here and Gal_5:21; Rom_13:13.
Banquetings (πο?τοις). VWS: Lit., drinking-bouts. Rev., carousings.
Abominable idolatries (athemitois eido?lolatriais). RWP -- To the Christian all 

“idolatry,” (eido?lon, latreia), worship of idols, is “abominable,” not allowed (alpha privative and 
themitos, themistos the old form, verbal of themizo?, to make lawful), but particularly those associated 
with drinking and licentiousness. 

II. Biblical principles rule out the "moderate" or "social" use of alcohol (and other drugs) for 
anything other than medicinal purposes.
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A. Arguments offered to defend “social” use.
1. The Bible nowhere condemns moderate use.

a. We have already seen that it does.
b. “Where does it say not to?” is the wrong question to ask; rather, "Where 

does it say that I can?"
2. Paul told Timothy to use a little wine for his stomach’s sake - 1 Tim. 5:23.

a. Paul gives no approval for anything other than medicinal use.
b. It is clear that, before Paul’s advice, Timothy had not been drinking any 

wine at all.
c It is arguable that the wine referred to by Paul was not fermented, since 

sweet wine was known for medicinal value.
3. In Bible times, fermented wine was customarily drunk, there being no way to 

preserve fresh fruit juices. Jesus Himself turned water into wine (Jn. 2:1-12) and 
was called a wine drinker (Lk. 7:33-34).
a. What was called wine in Bible times was not always fermented - e.g. 

Gen. 40:11 (Pharoah's butler's dream - fresh juice for king).  Cf. De. 
32:14; Gen. 49:11.

b. History shows that ancient peoples in general preferred unfermented 
drink and developed at least four ways to prevent fermentation. Must; 
chilling, sulphur fumigation; filtration.

c. Nothing from the Gospel of John, chapter two, suggests that Jesus 
provided for more drunkenness at an already drunken party.
(1) The  Greek  word  òínos may  refer  to  either  unfermented  or  

fermented wine.
(2) The fact that the ruler of the feast could distinguish "good wine" 

from bad (Jn. 2:9-10) indicates that he was quite sober.
d. There  are  many  biblical  prohibitions  of  partaking  of,  or  providing  

fermented spirits
Lev. 10:8-11 -- Priests to be able to distinguish between holy/unholy,  
clean/unclean, able to teach properly
Deut. 21:20-21 -- drunkard son
Prov. 23:20 ""Be not among winebibbers; among riotous eaters of flesh;  
Prov. 29-35 -- the most comprehensive condemnation of using fermented
drink in the Bible
Prov. 31:4-5 -- kings prohibited
Isa. 28:7 -- priests and prophets err
Hab. 2:15  "Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest  
thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, that thou mayest look on
their nakedness!"

e. Irrational to think that Jesus would make or provide alcholic drink and 
still remain the sinless Savior, since He would have been in violation of 
all of the O.T. prohibitions that we have already examined.

4. In foreign lands even today, the water is unfit to drink and alcoholic beverages 
are the only ones sold.
a. Not true; attempting to create an exception to establish a rule.
b. The Christian can never say that he has no choice but to violate God’s 

will - 1 Cor. 10:13.
c. Do not go where you cannot do God's will (cf. Rom 13:14 “But put ye 

on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil 
the lusts thereof.”)

5. It makes association with my colleagues easier - weakest argument of all.
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a. I have known Christians to give up their faith and their families so they 
could drink with their colleagues in search of some social advantage.  
Christians should be ashamed for making such an argument!

b. When colleagues press us to drink, use the opportunity to gently explain 
why you don't - Eph 5:11  "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove them."

c. Most people respect a person of conviction.  The same people you drink 
with are probably wondering why you do it & you'll never influence 
them in a positive spiritual way!

6. One may drink in moderation as long as it is done in the privacy of one’s home.
a. Character is determined by what is done in private as well as in public.
b. The dangers of intoxication are present whether the use is public or 

private.
B. Helpful questions to ask regarding the “social” use of alcohol and drugs.

1. Is it scriptural? No passage used to proof text social drinking has anything to do 
with social drinking - none!  Col. 3:17.

2. Is it legal? Cf. 1 Pet. 2:13-15, v. 13 - "Therefore submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord's sake..."

3. Will it harm me physically? ; 1 Cor. 6:19-20 - our bodies belong to Christ and 
are temples of the Holy Spirit.  Cf. Rom. 12:1 - We are to present our "bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service."

4. Is it a good use of my money? Cf. 1 Cor. 4:2- "Moreover it is required in 
stewards that one be found faithful."
5. Will it give me a good reputation? Prov. 22:1a - "A good name is to be chosen 

rather than great riches..."  Cf. 1 Tim. 4:12 - "Let no one despise your youth, but 
be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in 
purity."

6. Do I want my children to do it? Cf. Eph. 6:4 - "And you, fathers, do not provoke 
your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and admonition of the 
Lord."  Provoking to wrath implies poor example as well as poor teaching.

7. Does it identify me with undesirable companions, take me to questionable 
places, and surround me with influences that will weaken me? Cf. Prov. 23:20-
21, Do not mix with winebibbers, Or with gluttonous eaters of meat; for the 
drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, And drowsiness will clothe a man 
with rags.  (A winebibber is a person who is under the influence of alcohol, and 
not necessarily a "heavy drinker (NASB) or a drunkard.)  Glutton is literally a 
"Riotous (eater)," indicating parties where alcohol and food are present.  Many 
restaurants serve wine because they know that increases appetite.

8. Will it weaken or hinder someone else’s efforts to serve God? Cf. Rom. 14:21, 
"It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your 
brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak."

9. Is it questionable in my own mind? Cf. Rom. 14:23, "But he who doubts is 
condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not 
from faith is sin."

10. Will it obscure my identity as a child of God? Cf. 2 Cor. 6:14-18.
11. If the Lord were here, would He do it with me? Cf. 1 Cor. 11:1; Gal. 2:20.

III. Alcohol and drugs need to be discussed together.
A. In a booklet Drugs and Their Abuse, the American Red Cross places alcohol first 

in its list of abused drugs: alcohol, cannabis (marijuana), depressants, hallucinogens, 
inhalants, narcotics, stimulants, tranquilizers.

B. Alcohol abuse and drug abuse produce many of the same effects.
C. The same biblical principles apply to both.
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Conclusion:
A. Intoxication is forbidden outright as a sin which will keep an individual out of 

heaven - 1 Pt. 4:1-5.
B. The “moderate” use of alcohol and drugs is a choice that violates many clear 

scriptural principles for the Christian’s way of life - 2 Cor. 8:21. Cf. Rom. 12:17; 
Phil. 4:8; 1 Pt. 2:12; etc.
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