
THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM
Proverbs 9:8-11

• Wisdom involves practical understanding, an immensely 
valuable thing – Pro. 4:7 “Wisdom is the principal thing; 
therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get 
understanding.”

• Philosophy = the love of wisdom. As such and when 
practiced rightly, philosophy is a good thing.

• Our age places great emphasis on philosophy and less on 
wisdom & unfortunately ignores a crucial truth found in 
Pro. 9:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 
wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding.”

What Is the Fear of the Lord?
• The fear of God is not a cringing terror. Cf. Heb. 4:16 “Let 

us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. ”

• Rather, it is a fear in which love is the primary ingredient.
• The fear of the Lord is the attitude which:

◦ Acknowledges Him as Creator.
◦ Honors Him rightly.
◦ Loves Him devotedly.
◦ Out of love, trys to give no offense. Cf. Gen. 39:9.

• It is genuine reverence and respect for Him.
• It is not merely an attitude, but an active obedience to God.
• It is not merely a way of thinking, but a relationship with 

God – Psa. 34:18  “The LORD is nigh unto them that are of
a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit.”

• Those who do not take God’s will seriously neither love nor
fear Him.  Cf. 1 Jn 5:3.

How Is the Fear of the Lord the Beginning of Wisdom?
• The reality of God and accountability to Him are the most 

basic, obvious facts in the universe.  Cf. Psa. 14:1; 53:1 “ 
The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none 
that doeth good.”

◦ Should be learned early because they are the basis of 
accurate and mature learning.  Ecc. 12:1 “Remember 
now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil 
days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou 
shalt say, I have no pleasure in them”

◦ Psa. 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; and 
the firmament sheweth his handywork. ”

◦ Rom. 1:20 “For the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are without excuse”

Why Is the Fear of the Lord the Beginning of Wisdom?
• Godly fear is the “governing principle” with which one is 

able properly to understand everything else.
• Wisdom is more than the mere gathering of data — it 

includes the discernment that enables one:
◦ To judge the significance of what is learned.
◦ To use it to truly good ends.

• Godly fear is what enables one to empower knowledge 
with wisdom.

Decision...
• It is always hazardous to build a life upon faulty principles. 

Cf. Lk. 6:46-49; 12:16-21.
• Without proper reverence for God, we are:

◦ Unable to see the “big picture” or true meaning and 
purpose in life.

◦ Unable to perceive the relationship of one truth to 
another, for example, between the physical and the 
spiritual.

◦ Unable to reach correct conclusions about character and
conduct.


