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1 John 2:12-14

 Rom. 3:9-18, 23; 6:23 – Sin is a universal problem and an 
uncomfortable reality. Our children will face it!

 Evidence abounds – war, persecution, cruelty, abuse, 
neglect, murder, thievery, unwanted and unloved children...

 Everyone deals with sin, although in a variety of ways, but 
only one way provides an actual solution.

 How should we teach our children to deal with sin?

Teach Denial of Sin? No Absolutes?
 1 Jn. 1:5-10 – Self-righteous denial of sin.
 V. 6 – Denial of sin rejects fellowship with Christ and is not

practicing the truth!
 Isa. 5:20 – Changing definitions of sin.
 Heb. 3:12-13 – Denying sin hardens the heart.

Jas 1:21-22  “Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But
be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.”

Teach Surrender to Sin? What’s Socially Acceptable?
 Rom. 1:20-22 – Dishonoring God by outright refusal to 

acknowledge Him.
 Rom. 1: 28-32 – Did not like what they knew of God.
 Rom. 8:5; Jas. 4:1-4 – Minds set on the flesh; friends of 

world, but enemies of God.
 2 The. 2:11-12 – Embrace lies & love the pleasures of 

unrighteousness. (Heb. 11:24-25)
Exo 23:2 “You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a 
dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.”

Teach the Folly of Excuses?
 Gen. 3:11-13 (Jas. 1:13) – Blaming others is a cop out!
 Exo. 4:1, 10-13 (Moses); Exo. 32:22-23 (Aaron); Jer. 1:4-

10 (Jeremiah); etc.
 Mat. 7:21-23 – Pleading to good intentions won't work!

 Lk. 14:16-22; Rom. 1:20 (Gentiles); 2:1 (Jews) – Sin is 
never excusable! 

Hide Sins? Out of Sight, Out of Mind?
 Gen. 4:1-10 (Cain); Jos. 7:21 (Achan).

Isa. 29:15 “Woe to those who seek deep to hide their counsel far from the 
LORD, And their works are in the dark; They say, "Who sees us?" and, "Who 
knows us?”

 Psa. 90:8 – Our sins are always known to God.

We Can Teach and Demonstrate Confession!
 Prov. 28:13 “He who covers his sins will not prosper, But 

whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.”
 1 Jn. 1:9; Psa. 32:3-5 (51:3-4) – To God, because our sins 

are against Him.
 Jas. 5:16 – To those affected or wronged by our sins.
 1 Jn. 2:3-6 – Not possible to confess faith in Christ if 

unwilling to confess sins!

We Can Teach and Model Repentance and Obedience!
 Lk. 13:3, 5 – the message is “repent or perish”!
 Rev. 9:20-21 – Means ceasing a sin (Acts 19:18-19).
 Rom. 6:1-6, 11-12, 14 – Put sin to death in our lives.
 2 Cor. 7:9-10 – Begins with godly sorrow for sin.
 2 Cor. 7:11; Acts 26:20 – Bear fruits of repentance in 

obedience!

Decision
 Little can go right in life, and life cannot end right, without 

Biblically dealing with sin.
 Still, people persist in being manhandled by sin.
 The course to success: Face It, Confess it, Repent of It, 

Bring Forth Works Suitable for It.
 God will forgive every repentant, obedient sinner – Acts 

2:37-38.
 Which choice will you make today?


