
Worship – The Power of Prayer
Luke 18:1-8

 God heard the cries of His people & came down to 
deliver them (Exo. 3:7-10).

 Moses maintained communion with God (Exo. 3:1-
4:17) throughout the wilderness wandering, interceded 
on Israel's behalf (Exo. 32:11-14)

 Fifteen years was added to Hezekiah's life (2 Kng. 
20:1-7).

 Jonah prayed and was heard out of the belly of a fish 
(Jon. 2).

 Daily prayer was important to Hebrew exiles in 
Babylon (Dan. 6:10).

 Jesus prayed often & taught His disciples to pray (Lk. 
11:1-4).

 The early church was steadfast in prayer (Acts 2:42).

The Effectiveness of Prayer
 For wisdom, “that God gives liberally” (Jas. 1:5); it 

“avails much” (Jas. 5:16).
 It is heard and answered by God (1 Jn. 5:14-15).
 For meeting material needs (Mat. 6:11, 33); for 

forgiveness (Mat. 6:12; Acts 8:18-24; 1 Jn. 2:1); aids 
our conduct toward others (Lk. 11:4; Mat. 7:7-12).

 Promotes the peace that passes understanding (Php. 
4:6-7).

 Helps overcome temptation (1 Cor. 10:13; Jas. 1:2-8).
 Healing (Jas. 5:16) – God still works through natural 

means to bring about His will today!
 Divine help with prayer (Rom. 8:26-27).

Essentials of Faithful Prayer
 In humility & repentance (Lk. 18:9-14; 1 Pet. 5:5-7).

 Reverence (Mat. 6:9) and obedience (1 Jn. 3:22).
 Sincerity, in faith, not doubting, confidently (Mat. 6:5-

6; Jas. 1:5-7; 1 Jn. 5:14).
 In a forgiving spirit (Mat. 6:14-16), with thanksgiving 

(Eph. 5:20).
 In the name of Christ (Col. 3:17), by His authority!
 Word must be in us, and must be in harmony with word

(Jn. 15:7); according to His will (1 Jn. 5:14).
 Persistence! Without ceasing (Lk. 8:1-2; 1 The. 5:17).

Hindrances to Prayer
 Hypocritical, to be seen of men (Mt. 6:5); ritualistic, 

vain repetitions (Mt. 6:7).
 Improper attitudes toward others. (Mat. 6:14-15; 5:23-

24).
 Dishonoring our spouses (1 Pet. 3:7).
 Corrupted character (1 Pet. 3:12).
 Doubtful (Jas. 1:6-8) V. 7 “ For let not that man think 

that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.”
 Maybe the greatest hindrance… Selfishness, 

substituting prayer for obedience (Jas. 4:2-3).

Decision...
 Prayer is a blessing and privilege for the righteous (1 

Pet. 3:12; Psa. 34:15; Jas. 5:16)  Pro. 15:29 “The 
LORD is far from the wicked, But He hears the prayer 
of the righteous.”

 Willfully disobedient and unrepentant cannot expect 
prayers to be answered affirmatively.

 Problems multiply when divine help is not sought, but 
prayer makes a difference!

 Prayer should be a major part of our daily lives as well 
as our worship!



There are some things we may safely assume about prayer:
 God exists.
 God cares about humankind.
 All human beings need God.
 God hears prayer.
 God answers prayer.
 Prayer is effective.

Some Things Not Essential to Effective Prayer
 A particular body posture – different ones are found in 

Bible.
 Special “prayer language.”
 Solemn looks & pious tones.
 Impressive language, or flowery oratory.
 Vain repetitions (Mat. 6:5, 7).


