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2 Corinthians 8:1-7

• Giving is a gift from God and a characteristic of His children.
• People often think of giving as when the giver loses something 

and the receiver gains something.
• The Bible teaches that giving brings blessings upon givers in a 

way that they benefit more than hthey lose (Acts 20:35; Lk. 
6:38; 2 Cor. 9:6-11).  

• Giving is a characteristic of God that we must imitate –  Jn. 
3:16; Eph. 5:1.

Christians are Privileged to Give
• A  "contribution" (Rom. 15:26), translated from koinonia, 

meaning partnership, fellowship, sharing.
• Same word translated "communion" (1 Cor. 10:16) referring to 

the Lord's supper.
• Our giving brings us together in a special fellowship with the 

Lord Jesus and His work.
• 2 Cor. 9:8 – Freewill offerings on the first day of every week 

finances the work of the Lord's church.
• The Lord Jesus has provided for no other way for His church to 

meet its operating expenses.

Things That Help Our Giving
• Knowing why – Because Christ commanded it (Lk. 6:38; 1 Cor. 

16:1-2).
◦ Because we love Him and cherish the privilege of 

participating in His work (2 Cor. 8:1-5; 24).
• Knowing when –   Upon the first day of every week (1 Cor. 

16:2).
• Knowing how – Generously, bountifully, and cheerfully (2 Cor. 

9:5-7).
◦ Sow = speiro, scatter, to sow.
◦ Sparingly = pheidomenos, stinglily, e.g., keeping back much 

more than is necessary.
◦ Bountifully = eulogia, blessing, e.g., bountiful blessing 

(from God); sow to bless others (not like the man of Lk. 
12:16-21 who hoarded his wealth.

• Knowing how much we should give –  As we purpose in our 
own hearts (2 Cor. 9:7).
◦ Purpose = proaireomai, to choose for oneself before another 

thing (prefer), that is, (by implication) to propose (intend):—

purpose; set priorities and to give accordingly – in our 
hearts, our sensible self, as we are instructed by God’s word.
▪ God knows our hearts and He will hold us accountable for our 

purposing.
◦ 1 Cor. 16:2 – prospered, prosper = euodoo, to help on the 

road; hence, as we have been helped by God, we are to be 
helpers with God in His work.

◦ Measured by the sincerity of our love for Jesus (2 Cor. 8:8-9,
24) – maybe the toughest standard of all – our giving is a 
true an accurate reflection of our love for Christ.

• How often should we do our purposing?  As often as we give (1 
Cor. 16:2).
◦ The needs of the church are not static, and our financial 

situation is rarely static - income and/or outflow changes.
◦ Our spiritual growth is not static; we should examine our 

giving regularly, making adjustments when called for.

Things That Hinder Our Giving
• When our love for Christ grows weak – Love of money,  seeing 

it as and goal for “self” rather than a “means” for service –1 
Tim. 6:10.

• Failure to set priorities, or having wrong priorities –  comparing 
ourselves to others, too extravagant a lifestyle, or too much debt 
– 2 Cor. 9:1-4.

• Failure to purpose in our hearts – plan our giving out of love for 
Christ – 2 Cor. 9:7.

• Failure to assemble regularly, and make up our giving if we 
cannot – Heb. 10:25-26.

• Lack of care for the work of the church – 2 Cor. 9:12-13.

Decision:
• Christians see giving as an honor and privileged bestowed upon 

us by our God – a divine characteristic rooted in love.
• The church was born out of what God and the Lord Jesus Christ 

gave for her.
• Our gratitude for God’s unspeakable Gift will keep our giving 

alive, sufficient, and spiritually healthy.
• The Lord requires of us no more than we are able to perform – 2 

Cor. 8:12-15.
• But He does not approve of, and will not reward, failure to do 

what we are able to do – Mat. 25:14-30.
• Ours is a small congregation, but it has some good givers – 

"...Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we
shall reap if we do not lose heart (Gal. 6:9)."


