
Singing to the Lord!                                          033119AM
Ephesians 5:15-21

 1 Cor. 14:15 Singing with the spirit and understanding!
 Jas. 5:13 Singing to express joy!
 Eph. 5:19 Singing to the Lord!
 If singing is important enough for God to tell us how to do 

it, shouldn't it matter enough to us to want to do it right?
 Must be done circumspectly, wisely, is redeeming time, 

understanding God’s will, filled with the Spirit!

Singing as Worship
 "Singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord" 

Eph. 5:19 “Plucking the strings of your heart”
 When singing to the Lord, the heart is the only approved 

instrument of accompaniment.
 Christians are a spiritual house, who offer up spiritual 

sacrifices (1 Pet. 2:5); mechanical instruments are material 
things which have no place or role in a spiritual house.

 Mechanical instruments cannot teach, nor do clapping, 
humming, or so-called vocal bands.

 A capella – old Latin term that means “like the church.”
 The early church shunned instrumental music, some 

because it was too closely identified with Jewish worship.
 “With grace in your heart to the Lord” Col. 3:16.
 Grace means gift, good will, favor (cf. Tit. 2:11-14).
 Our singing is a gift offered back to God! (cf. 2 Cor. 8:7)

Singing as Edification
 "Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs" Eph. 5:19.
 “Speaking” is used here in the sense of communicating and 

teaching, such as in...
 "Teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs" Col. 3:16.

 Read 1 Corinthians 14:12-16 – understanding is the key to 
edification; miraculous gift of tongues was important, but 
could not edify those to whom it could not communicate.

 Only singing, verbally, communicates in an understandable 
and edifying manner – Some examples:
◦ Motivational: “Send the Light!”
◦ Correction/warning: “You Never Mentioned Him To 

Me!”
◦ Entreating/encouraging: “Come to Jesus! He Will Save 

You!”

Psalms, Hymns, Spiritual Songs
 "PSALMS" for example, “the Book of Psalms” 
 By the time of the first century, a pious or sacred song.
 Psalm 23—“The Lord Is My Shepherd”
 Jas. 5:13  "Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Is any

merry? Let him sing psalms." Acceptable expression of 
Christian joy!

 “HYMNS” -- "And when they had sung an hymn, they 
went out into the mount of Olives." Mat. 26:30; Mk. 14:26.

 “A Praise Song”
 "Praise the Lord"; "Praise Him, Praise Him": "Praise God 

from Whom All Blessings Flow"
 “SPIRITUAL SONGS” -- songs of encouragement.
 “O they tell me of a Home!”
 “There’s a rainbow in the cloud!”

Decision...
 Like all other worship, singing is active, not passive!
 Our singing is worshiping God, but it benefits us, too.
 When we sing as we are taught by the word of God, we 

please God and edify each other.
 When the emphasis is put on entertainment, the focus is on 

pleasing people's ears and not on pleasing God.
 Do you want to start singing with grace in your heart to the 

Lord today?





Mat. 26:30  “And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into 
the mount of Olives” (Mk. 14:26)
Acts 16:25  “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang 
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.”
Rom. 15:9  “And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 
mercy; as it is written, For this cause I will confess to thee among 
the Gentiles, and sing unto thy name.”
Singing Is Important!
1 Cor. 14:15  “What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will
pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I 
will sing with the understanding also.”
Heb 2:11-12  “For both he that sanctifieth and they who are 
sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call 
them brethren, Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in
the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.”
Singing Is Important!
Jas. 5:13  “Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? 
let him sing psalms.”
Rev. 14:3 no one could learn that song except the hundred and 
forty-four thousand (Only the saved can sing this song!)
Rev. 15:3  “And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, 
and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King 
of saints.”


