
The Gospel – Hidden In Plain Sight ?
2 Corinthians 4:1-7

 Rom. 1:16 – The reason the Gospel saves is because it 
declares what needs to be known.

 It reveals the righteousness of God from faith to faith.
 1 Cor. 15:1-4 – It reveals facts to be believed.
 2 Thess. 1:7-10 –  It reveals commands to be obeyed.
 Yet, Paul said that it is possible for the Gospel to be hidden.

How?

Confusing the Covenants
 Heb. 8:7-13 – The Old Covenant has been superseded by 

the New Covenant.
 2 Cor. 3:6-16 – Like Paul, Christians are ministers 

(servants) of the New Testament!
 Acts 15; Gal. 1:6-9; 5:4 – Failure to understand the roles of 

the Old and New Covenants threatened the early church.
 Lk. 16:16  “The law and the prophets were until John: since

that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
presseth into it.”

 The Old Covenant was fulfilled (Eph. 2:15; Col. 2:14) 
according to God's will (Heb. 10:9-10; Mat. 5:17; Jn. 17:4; 
19:30).

 May cause pursuit avenues of salvation that are no longer 
valid (Lk. 23:39-43; Acts 19:1-7).

 May cause adoption obsolete doctrines, such as a separate 
priesthood among believers (1 Pet. 2:5).

 May cause omission of important New Covenant doctrines,
such as the Gospel plan of salvation (Acts 2:38).

Blinded By Satan
 The Gospel emphasizes hearing and learning (Jn 6:44-45), 

believing and obeying (Mk. 16:15-16).

 Notice that the gospel is addressed to the human mind.
 Popular religion puts too much emphasis on emotions, 

feelings, and experiences which become mistaken for 
salvation.

 Pro. 3:5; 28:26. 
 No right thinking person intentionally chooses physical 

blindness, but spiritual blindness is a choice of the human 
will!

 Mat. 23:16-24 – Blind guides reject God's word in favor of
their own will.

Those Who Preach Themselves
 People too often blindly follow religious leaders (Mat. 

15:14)
 2 Pet. 2:2  “And many shall follow their pernicious ways; 

by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken 
of.”

 Acts 17:11-12; 1 Jn. 4:6 – Knowledge of the Scriptures is 
the only sure protection!

 1 Cor. 1:10-13 – Following any person except Christ is 
divisive and is condemned.

 1 Cor. 2:1-2 – Preaching anyone or anything except Christ 
is to preach error.

 2 Cor. 10:12-18 – We must measure by the rule provided by
God, “For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but
whom the Lord commendeth.”

Decision...
 The Gospel of Christ has been revealed, and is not intended

to be hidden.
 But it is hidden to those who confuse the covenants, those 

blinded by Satan, and those who preach themselves.
 The Gospel cannot be obeyed by those to whom it remains 

hidden.
 Please do not let it remain hidden to you!
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