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Text: 1 Cor. 13:8-13

Some denominations (and pagan religions) teach the 
continuance of miracles

• Proofs offered are subjective (how a person feels) and 
indirect (I know a person who heard a person claim they 
saw ...)

• The appealed is to what a person thinks has happened.
• 2 The. 2:9 –  lying wonders can deceive, especially when 

fueled by emotions!

Miracles must be defined:
• Bible words - Hebrews 2:4

• Signs (semeion) – a thing signifying or certifying 
something as from God.

• Wonders (teras) – an omen or event designed to 
attract attention.

• Miracles (dunamis) - A force that makes signs and 
wonders happen.

• A miracle is not an unusual, or even awe inspiring, natural 
event.

• A miracle is not a working of God's providence – His 
bringing about His will via natural laws and events.

• A miracle is a sudden interruption of natural events.
• i.e. The healing of the blind man in Jn. 9 or the man with 

the withered hand in Mat. 12.
• Neither were normal occurrences.
• They were immediate and complete.

The Bible teaches that miracles would cease.
• The purpose for miracles has ended...
• Acts 2:22  – Miracles were God's attestation of Christ's 

divinity.
• Mk. 16:20 – the apostles' words were confirmed by the 

signs.
• Heb. 2:1-4 – God bore witness to, and confirmed the words

of, the Lord and His apostles.
• Confirmation is only needed once!

The need for miracles has ended.
• Jn. 14:26 - The Holy Spirit was sent to teach and remind 

the apostles
• Jn. 16:12-13 - The apostles were not ready to understand 

everything, so the Holy Spirit was sent to teach them
• 2 Pet. 1:3, 12-15 – Their teaching was recorded for our 

instruction and remembrance.
• Jude 3 – Once delivered, the faith needs no more 

confirmation.

The means and authority to perform miracles has ended:
• Mk. 16:14-20 – the promise was limited to apostolic 

period.
• Acts 8:14-19 – Passed on to some by apostles laying on 

hands; only the apostles could pass on the gift.
• 1 Cor. 13:8-13 – Paul revealed when miracles (prophecies, 

tongues, miraculous knowledge) would cease.
• Not second coming, because faith, hope, and love would 

abide.
• 2 Cor. 5:5-7 – in the body & absent from 

Christ, we walk by faith and not by sight.
• Rom. 8:24-25 – Hope that is seen is not 

hope, it will have been realized.
• Jas. 1:25 – the New Testament is the perfect law of liberty.
• 2 Tim. 3:16-17 – the inspired word perfects the disciple.

Conclusion:
• There is no evidence that miraculous gifts continue today
• When the Jesus and the apostles performed miracles, they 

were undeniable.


