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2 Timothy 2:1-2

 The World Christian Encyclopedia – 300 major 
ecclesiastical traditions, composed of over 33,000 distinct 
denominations in 238 countries.

 The Center for the Study of Global Christianity (CSGC) at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary –  There are 
approximately 41,000 Christian denominations and 
organizations in the world today.

 The Lord Jesus Christ authorized just one church & 
division never was, and never will be, in the plan.

 Mk. 12:34 – Some may be “not far” from the kingdom, but 
they are still not close enough...

No Denominational Founder
 Jesus is architect, builder, and founder (Mat. 16:18).
 Not Peter, but Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 3:11).
 No denominational head (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18).
 No denominational creed – “creed” is from the Latin 

“credo,” meaning “I believe.”
 Two approved examples – Peter (Mat. 16:16) & the 

Ethiopian treasurer (Acts 8:37).
 We must confess faith in Christ (Rom. 10:8-10; Jn. 8:24; 

Acts 4:12).

No Denominational Organization/Government
 No popes, cardinals, arch bishops, reverends; no church 

councils, synods, or conventions.
 Each local church of Christ is under the authority of, and 

answerable to, Christ via the Scriptures (1 Cor. 7:17; 11:16;
14:33; 16:1; Rev. 2 & 3).

 No “one pastor” system – each congregation is authorized a
plurality of elders to lead the flock (Acts 14:23; 20:28; Php.
1:1; Tit. 1:5, also 1 Pet. 2:5, 9).

 A plurality of deacons is authorized to assist elders by 

serving under their guidance (Php. 1:1; Acts 6:3-6; 1 Tim 
3:8-10).

 These terms refer to the same persons:
◦ Acts 20:17 - Elders (presbuteros); presbyter
◦ Acts 20:28a - Overseers (episcopas); bishops
◦ Acts 20:28b – Shepherd (poimaino) / pastor

No Denominational Worship
 No rites, ceremonies, liturgies, or other forms of worship 

that are alien to the Scriptures, but seeks to worship God by
Christ’s authority (Col. 3:17; Jn. 4:24).

 (1) The Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:26)
 (2) Contribution (1 Cor. 16:1-2)
 (3) Congregational singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)
 (4) Prayer (Lk. 18:1; Rom. 12:12; 1 The. 5:17-18)
 (5) Preaching and teaching (Acts 20:7; 2 Tim. 2:1-2; 4:2).
 Avoids traditions which “make the commandment of God 

of no effect” (Mat. 15:3-9; Mk. 7:8-9.

Decision…
 No denominational membership requirements – It asks 

no more or less than what people in Apostolic times were 
commanded to do.

 In Acts 2, according to the first gospel sermon after the 
Great Commission, people… Heard the gospel (Acts 2:13-
35).

 Believed what it taught about Christ (v. 36).
 Commanded to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ for the remission of sins (vs. 38-39).
 To do more, or less, is to challenge Christ’s authority! (Jn. 

14:23-24; Rev. 22:18-19).
Three thousand happily obeyed (Acts 2:41)

 To what denomination did they belong?
 To what church were they added?

 What kind of Christians were they?
If you do what they did, you will be added to the same church!


