
Partaking of the Divine Nature – Love           0224PMPM
2 Peter 1:1-11

 “Nature” defined – Thayer:  a mode of feeling and acting 
which by long habit has become nature; the sum of innate 
properties and powers by which one person differs from 
others...

 Love is the capstone of the “divine nature.”  Cf. 1 Pet. 1:8; 
1 Cor. 13:1-3, 13.

 Charity (love) – (RWP) Love (tēn agapēn). By deliberate 
choice (Mat. 5:44). Love for Christ as the crown of all (1 
Pet. 1:8) and so for all men. Love is the climax as Paul has 
it (1 Cor. 13:13).

 Love is the “bond of perfectness” Col. 3:14 – “Bond” from 
σύνδεσμος Thayer: 1) that which binds together, a band, 
bond, 1a) of ligaments by which the members of the human
body are united together, 2) that which is bound together, a 
bundle. “Perfectness” from τελειότης Strong: (the state) 
completeness (mentally or morally): - perfection (-ness).

1 Corinthians 13:1-8
1 Cor. 13:4  Love suffers long – from μακροθυμέω Thayer: 1) to 
be of a long spirit, not to lose heart, 1a) to persevere patiently and 
bravely in enduring misfortunes and troubles, 1b) to be patient in 
bearing the offenses and injuries of others, 1b1) to be mild and 
slow in avenging, 1b2) to be longsuffering, slow to anger, slow to 
punish. (10 X in NT)

 2 Pet. 3:9 – The Lord is longsuffering toward us...
 Jas. 5:7-8 – Be patient to the coming of the Lord.

Is kind – from χρηστε ομαι υ Thayer: 1) to show one’s self mild, to 
be kind, use kindness. (1 X only here)

A related word, χρηστός Thayer: 1) fit, fit for use, useful 1a) 
virtuous, good 2) manageable 2a) mild, pleasant (as opp. to harsh, 
hard sharp, bitter) 2b) of things: more pleasant, of people, kind, 
benevolent.

 Mat. 11:30 - My yoke is easy.
 Lk. 5:39  – The old wine is better.
 Lk. 6:35  – (God) is kind to the unthankful and evil.
 Rom. 2:4  – The goodness of God leads to repentance.

 1 Cor. 15:33  – Evil company corrupts good habits.
 Eph 4:32  – Be kind to one another.
 1 Pet.  2:3 – If indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 

gracious. 
NEGATIVES
Does not envy – from ζηλόω Strong: to have warmth of feeling for
or against: - affect, covet (earnestly), (have) desire, (move with) 
envy, be jealous over, (be) zealous (-ly affect).  (12 X in NT)

 Act 7:9  – The patriarchs, becoming envious.
 Act 17:5  – The Jews who were not persuaded, becoming 

envious.
 1Co 12:31  – (Positive) But earnestly desire the best gifts.
 Gal 4:17 –  They zealously court you, but for no good.
 Jas 4:2 –  You murder and covet and cannot obtain.

Does not parade itself – from περπερεύομαι Thayer: 1) to boast 
one’s self 2) a self display, employing rhetorical embellishments in
extolling one’s self excessively.

 Jas 4:16  But now you boast in your arrogance. All such 
boasting is evil.

 Psa 94:3-4  LORD, how long will the wicked, How long 
will the wicked triumph? They utter speech, and speak 
insolent things; All the workers of iniquity boast in 
themselves.

Is not puffed up – from φυσιόω Thayer: 1) to make natural, to 
cause a thing to pass into nature 2) to inflate, blow up, to cause to 
swell up 2a) to puff up, make proud 2b) to be puffed up, to bear 
one’s self loftily, be proud.

 2 Tim. 3:2 – For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy… (showing one’s self above 
others, overtopping, conspicuous above others, pre-
eminent)

1Co 13:5  does not behave rudely – from σχημονέω (Mounce)  ἀ
2x to behave in an unbecoming manner or indecorously, 1Co_13:5;
to behave in a manner open to censure, 1Co_7:36
does not seek its own – from ζητέω Thayer: 1) to seek in order to 
find 1a) to seek a thing.



• Php 2:3  Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others 
better than himself.

• Rom 12:10  Be kindly affectionate to one another with 
brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another

is not provoked – from παροξύνω Strong: to sharpen alongside, 
that is, (figuratively) to exasperate: - easily provoke, stir.

• Act 17:16  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his 
spirit was provoked within him when he saw that the city 
was given over to idols. 

• RWP: Old word. In N.T. only here and Act 17:16 which 
see. Irritation or sharpness of spirit. And yet Paul felt it in 
Athens (exasperation) and he and Barnabas had 
paroxusmos (paroxysm) in Antioch (Act 15:39). See good 
sense of paroxusmos in Heb 10:24.

thinks no evil – thinks, from λογίζομαι Strong: to take an 
inventory, that is, estimate (literally or figuratively): - conclude, 
(ac-) count (of), + despise, esteem, impute, lay, number, reason, 
reckon, suppose, think (on).

• (RWP) Old verb from logos, to count up, to take account of
as in a ledger or notebook, “the evil” (to kakon) done to 
love with a view to settling the account.

• Evil, κακός Strong: worthless (intrinsically such; bad, evil, 
harm, ill, noisome, wicked.

1Co 13:6  does not rejoice in iniquity – RWP: Rejoiceth not in 
unrighteousness (ou chairei). See Rom 1:32 for this depth of 
degradation. There are people as low as that whose real joy is in 
the triumph of evil.

• 2Th 2:11  And for this reason God will send them strong 
delusion, that they should believe the lie, 

• 2Th 2:12  that they all may be condemned who did not 
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

POSITIVES
but rejoices in the truth – RWP: (sunchairei de tēi alētheiāi). 
Truth personified as opposed to unrighteousness (2Th 2:12; Rom 
2:8). Love is on the side of the angels. Paul returns here to the 
positive side of the picture (1Co 13:4) after the remarkable 
negatives.

1Co 13:7  bears all things – RWP: (panta stegei). Stegō is old 
verb from stegē, roof, already in 1Co 9:12; 1Th 3:1, 1Th 3:5 which
see. Love covers, protects, forbears (suffert, Vulgate). See note on 
1Pe 4:8 “because love covers a multitude of sins” (hoti agapē 
kaluptei phēthos hamartiōn), throws a veil over.

• 1Co 9:12  If others are partakers of this right over you, are 
we not even more? Nevertheless we have not used this 
right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of 
Christ.

• 1Th 3:1  Therefore, when we could no longer endure it, we 
thought it good to be left in Athens alone

• 1Th 3:5  For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I
sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter 
had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain. 

believes all things – RWP: (panta pisteuei). Not gullible, but has 
faith in men.

• Gives the benefit of the doubt!
• Tit 3:2  to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, 

showing all humility to all men.
hopes all things – RWP: (panta elpizei). Sees the bright side of 
things. Does not despair.
endures all things –from  πομένω Thayer: 1) to remainυ
1a) to tarry behind 2) to remain, i.e. abide, not recede or flee
2a) to preserve: under misfortunes and trials to hold fast to one’s 
faith in Christ 2b) to endure, bear bravely and calmly: ill 
treatments.
2 Tim. 2:3-4
1Co 13:8  Love never fails – RWP:  Love survives everything. 
VWS: Love holds its place, not falling off as a leaf or a petal.

Decision:
 The results – Active and fruitful life in the kingdom – 2 Pet. 1:8-9; Mat.

7:21; Jn. 15:1-2
 Joyous entrance in the the eternal kingdom – 2 Pet. 1:1-11
 If we add to what God supplies, He will add to that:
 2 Pet. 1:11  For so an entrance shall be supplied* to you abundantly 

into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  * 
The same word as "add" in v. 5!


