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1 Corinthians 1:10-13

 The Protestant Reformation called for sola scriptura, but 
resulted not in reformation, but in deformation...

 The multiplication, division and subdivision of religious 
bodies – from a few then to thousands today.

 Multitudes of denominations contradict the Lord's prayer 
for the unity of believers (Jn. 17:20-21).

 Denominationalism manifests division; not love, fellowship
and unity (Jn. 13:35).

 The denominational spirit has hindered the preaching of the
truth and the salvation of souls.

Division is Not In the Plan
 In apostolic times no Christian was ever added to a 

denomination, they simply did no exist!
 All disciples were added to the only church for which 

Christ died (Acts 2:47).
 When one accepts Christ and His New Covenant, there is a 

need to accept anything else (Col. 2:9-10)...
 And there is every reason not to!

The Lord Authorized Only One Church
 When the New Testament speaks of the church under a 

metaphor it uses such as will allow for only one church.
 The body of Christ (Rom. 12:4-5; Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22-23; 

4:4).
 The bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:22-32).
 Denominationalism is divisive by nature and definition.
 The NT teaches that there is but ONE church (Mat 16:18; 

Acts 20:28; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4; Col. 1:18).

Characteristics of Christ’s Church
 No denominational founder (Mat. 16:18; 1 Cor. 3:11).
 No denominational head (Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18).

 No denominational creed – “creed” is from the Latin 
“credo,” meaning “I believe” (Mat. 16:16; Rom. 10:8-10; 
Jn. 8:24).

 No denominational organization – no popes, cardinals, arch
bishops, reverends; no church councils, synods, or 
conventions.

 Each local church of Christ is independent under the 
authority of Christ, as established by the NT.

 Each congregation is authorized a plurality of elders to 
oversee the flock (Acts 14:23; 20:28; Tit. 1:5).

 A plurality of deacons is authorized to assist elders by 
serving under them (Php. 1:1; Acts 6:3-6; 1 Tim 3:8-10).

 No denominational worship, rites, ceremonies, liturgies, or 
forms of worship alien to the Scriptures.

  It seeks to worship God in spirit and truth (Jn. 4:24).
  It strives to avoid traditions of men which “make the 

commandment of God of no effect” (Mat. 15:3-9; Mk. 7:8-
9.

 On the first day of the week it's worship consists of:
◦  The Lord's Supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11:26)
◦  Contribution (1 Cor. 16:1-2)
◦  Singing (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)
◦  Praying (Lk. 18:1; 1 The. 5:17-18; 1 Tim. 2:8)
◦  Preaching and Bible study (Acts 20:7; 2 Tim. 2:2; 4:2)

Decision…
• No denominational membership requirements – It asks no 

more or less than what people in Apostolic times were 
commanded to do.

• On Pentecost, A.D. 33, according to the first gospel sermon
after the Great Commission, people...

• Heard the gospel (Acts 2:13-35)
• Believed what it taught about Christ (v. 36)
• Were commanded to repent and be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins (vs. 38-39)


