
Will We Be Overcome?                           020319AM
Romans 12:17-21

 Forms of “overcome” occur some 27 times in the NT; 7 
times to the 7 churches – Rev. 2 & 3.

 Christians are not immune from worldliness.
 Jas. 4:1-4 – Worldliness makes us God's enemy…lost!
 Are we guilty of worldliness? 1 Cor. 3:1-4 – Always 

results in envy, strife, and/or divisions!
 If we are overcome, how will our children avoid it?

What is Worldliness? – 1 Jn. 2:15.
 World – from a word meaning an order, or arrangement: 

Thus, the system of wickedness in opposition to God, 1 Jn. 
2:15; the dominion of Satan, 1 Jn. 5:19 “We know that we 
are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one.” (Cf. Jn. 12:31; 16:11)

 Rom. 12:2 – When our minds are conformed to worldly 
things, we are worldly! 

 Jn. 16:33  – Christ has overcome the world; our goal is to 
overcome the world through Christ. Cf. Rom. 8:37.

What Is of the World? – 1 Jn. 2:16-17.
All sins fall under three broad categories:

 Lust (desire) of the flesh: Carnality.
◦ Some desires that are good within themselves:
◦ Sleep, but laziness is sinful (Pro. 6:10-11).
◦ Food, but gluttony is sinful (Pro. 23:20-21).
◦ Drink, but intoxication is sinful (Eph. 5:18).
◦ Jas. 1:14-15 – Lust brings sin and sin, spiritual death.

 Lust of the eyes (wanting what we see): Covetousness.
◦ Mat. 5:28. – Look to lust after.  Cf. Job 31:1.
◦ 2 Pet. 2:12 – Seek pleasure in unrighteousness.
◦ Lk. 12:15; Mat. 16:26 – life does not consist of the  

abundance of possessions; worldly gain at the loss of 
our souls profits no one!

 Pride of life (desire be noticed, admired): Conceit.

◦ Selfish ambition and self-interest, Php. 2:3-4 “Let 
nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but
in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than 
himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others.”

◦ Seek honor from God, not people – Lk. 14:11 “For 
whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.”  Cf. Mat. 6:1-5.

How to Have Victory Over the World – 1 Jn. 5:4-5.
 Accept that we can control our own minds – Col. 3:1-3.
 Occupy our minds with spiritual things – Php.4:8.
 Take charge of our own actions – Rom. 6:12-13.

◦ Do the will of God – 1 Jn. 2:17.
◦ Glorify God with our bodies – 1 Cor. 6:19-20.

 Take a personal spiritual inventory – 2 Cor. 13:5.
◦ What mostly occupies our minds: the worldly or the 

godly?
◦ What mostly occupies our time: the temporal or 

eternal?
 1 Pet. 2:11 – Abstain from fleshly lusts which war against 

the soul.
 1 Pet. 2:9  “...proclaim the praises of Him who called you 

out of darkness into His marvelous light”

Decision
 A transformed and renewed mind is key – Rom. 12:2.
 Jesus died to save us from the present evil world – Gal. 1:4.
 We escape the pollution of the world “through the 

knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” – 2 Pet. 
2:20, being entangled again is to be overcome.

 We must overcome to help prepare our loved ones!  Rev. 
12:11; 21:7.

 Jn. 17:14-19: As we live by the word of God we are
◦ “Not of this world” (v.14), kept “from the evil one” 

(v.15), in fellowship with Christ (v.16), sanctified 
(vs.17,19).

VWS -  In the ethical sense, the sum-total of human life in the 
ordered world, considered apart from, alienated from, and hostile 
to God, and of the earthly things which seduce from God 

Jn. 6:66, Judas Mat. 26:14-16, Demas 2 Tim. 4:10, Diotrophes 3 Jn. 9, etc.

Jdg 2:10  When all that generation had been gathered to their fathers, 
another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work 
which He had done for Israel. 


